
Joyce Hairston, an avid gardener, created The Union Community 
Garden in Slavic Village, fostering friendships and teaching 
neighbors to grow their own food. She had lived in her home 
for 16 years.

But this year came the bulldozers. They were clearing the way 
for Cleveland’s new Opportunity Corridor boulevard which 
will link I-490 and University Circle.  Ms. Hairston’s home and 
garden had to go.

At first, the 60-year-old didn’t want to move. She learned she was 
legally entitled to relocation assistance – but without an attorney, 

she didn’t know what to do, and was worried she wouldn’t get the 
compensation she deserved.

Legal Aid has advised a number of residents whose property is slated to 
be taken by eminent domain for the new road. “With the right settlement, 

it can be advantageous,” says Paul Binder, a Legal Aid volunteer on the project, 
“but the negotiations can be complicated.”

The negotiations were complicated for Ms. Hairston.  The Ohio Department of Transportation found 
Ms. Hairston what they said was a “comparable” new home. But it was far away, had no room for a 
garden, and the taxes were impossible.  

“I’ve been gardening it since 1995 – corn, greens, tomatoes, berries and some of those take time 
to cultivate. Virgin ground doesn’t grow good vegetables, it has to take off,” said Ms. Hairston. 
The state acted as if her demonstration garden was just a few flowerpots.  Mr. Binder was able 
to show the demonstration garden was part of the High Tunnel Initiative, one of many urban 
gardens sponsored by the USDA and Rep. Marcia Fudge to encourage locally grown produce.

Legal Aid stepped in and convinced ODOT that a “comparable home” included a “comparable” 
garden. The property taxes on the new home ODOT found were closer to what she had been 
paying in Cleveland, and in a better location.  Plus – it had room for a garden.

Thanks to her Legal Aid lawyer, she was able to appeal the first offer and she had enough money 
to buy a new home with a garden – plus moving expenses.

Ms. Hairston is thrilled, “Mr. Binder just grabbed it like a 
bulldog. In his calm way he was vicious.”

Legal Aid gets a Fair Deal for
Gardener Displaced by 

Highway Project 
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Without an attorney, she wouldn’t have 
gotten the compensation she deserved.

Did you make your gift yet to Legal Aid in 2015? 
Visit www.lasclev.org/donate to make a gift,  or use the 
envelope inside this issue – please reply by December 31.

Squire Patton Boggs (US) LLPs
Joyce H

airston with her Legal Aid attorneys Tom Mlakar (left) and Paul Binder.

Joyce H
airston in her garden with friends.
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Olivia Stewart* had been in an 
abusive relationship since high 
school. Her husband of more 
than 20 years had a good job – 
and a bad drug habit.  The threats 
started with her husband saying 
he was going to kill her or shoot 
the dog. He began a campaign 
of intimidation, stealing things 
from the house, vandalizing her 
car, and sending vulgar text 
messages. Ms. Stewart knew he 
owned guns and she was afraid.

Then, he removed her from his 
medical insurance although she 

has a chronic disease.  She had no 
money to pay the rent or bills and 

she knew she needed help. Legal Aid attorney Davida Dodson 
took her case and helped her get a divorce and get her finances 
in order. 

Ms. Stewart was awarded spousal support for 12 years – plus  
nearly $50,000 as a share of her now ex-husband’s retirement 
benefits. 

Ms. Dodson was concerned about her client’s health issues and 
got Legal Aid’s social worker involved to help her manage her 
symptoms. Ms. Dodson recruited the expertise of other Legal 
Aid attorneys to get her client out of a predatory car loan. And 
when her ex-husband tried to cash his income tax refund check 
before the divorce, Legal Aid’s tax attorneys cried foul.

Olivia Stewart was dealt a bad hand, but she is thankful for her 
Legal Aid team. “I think of Davida and the Jefferson staff quite 
often. They were all very good to me,” she says. 

Grandmother gets Lawyer’s Help to End Abuse

Barbara Boyd is happy 
to be back at work

Barbara Boyd  
was employed 

at a home health 
company since

 1989. After nearly 
25 years working as a 

home health aide, she 
was fired because she 

asked to extend her vacation 
by three days so she could attend 

the funeral of her aunt, the woman who helped raise her.

She attended the funeral and was fired when she tried to return 
to work.

Then, she was denied unemployment benefits. She did not 
have a history of disciplinary actions or taking unauthorized 
time-off. She filed an appeal and the claims examiner found 
it unreasonable to terminate her under the circumstances of 
attending a family funeral. Ms. Boyd was relieved to have 
benefits to tide her over until she could find a new job. Then, 
her employer appealed the decision. The case was scheduled 
for a hearing.

Ms. Boyd came to Legal Aid for help and Senior Attorney Anita 
Myerson took the case and carefully reviewed the documents 
that her employer had supplied, including the employer’s 
notice of appeal. Ms. Myerson noticed it said the employer 
would appeal the decision or Ms. Fitzgerald could “come to the 
office and update her file and return to work.” 

Ms. Myerson advised her that might mean she could ask for 
her job back. She called her employer and was back on the 
schedule. An untrained person might have missed that clause.

Removing barriers 
to employment is 
an important part of 
Legal Aid’s work. 
Partnerships like the 
one Legal Aid has with 

the Deaconess Foundation help Legal Aid attorneys navigate 
barriers to employment and clear a path to economic stability 
for low-income clients. 

To learn more, visit: www.lasclev.org/get-help/work

Davida Dodson, Esq.

A
 hom

e health aide of 25 years keeps her job

He threatened her…
And her dog.

*name changed to protect client privacy.
Special thanks to United Way of Ashtabula and the Ashtabula Foundation for supporting Legal Aid’s work on cases like this in Ashtabula County!
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Lots of notice has been given to Legal 
Aid’s ACT 2 program in recent months.  
The national Legal Services Corporation 
(LSC) announced a Pro Bono Innovation 
Grant for ACT 2.  Additionally, The 
Cleveland Foundation’s inaugural 
Encore Cleveland Prize was awarded to 
ACT 2. Together, these awards provide 
more than $240,000 in funding for this 
important effort.

LSC announced in September only 15 
grants nationwide to support innovations 
in pro bono legal services for low-income 
clients. Legal Aid’s ACT 2 program was 

selected along with other projects that 
creatively engage and recruit pro bono 
lawyers and other volunteers to leverage 
LSC’s federal funding and increase the 
resources available to low-income clients.

“The grants we are funding will expand 
the resources available to serve low-
income people and engage more private 
lawyers and law students in rewarding 
pro bono work,” said LSC President Jim 
Sandman. 

The Cleveland Foundation’s Encore 
Cleveland Prize was presented to Legal 
Aid because of how Legal Aid deploys 
late-career and retired volunteer lawyers 
into the community to address the 
legal needs of low-income community 
members. 

Cleveland Foundation President & 
CEO Ronn Richard and Executive Vice 
President Bob Eckardt presented the 
Encore Cleveland Prizes during BVU’s 
Purpose@50Plus event at the Cleveland 
Botanical Garden in October. “Our 
inaugural Encore Cleveland prize 
winners exemplify the positive impact 
possible when experienced Clevelanders 

focus their talents on improving our 
community,” said Richard. 

The Encore movement is a national effort 
to leverage the energy and experience 
of Americans who seek to fill community 
needs upon retirement or near the end of 
their primary careers. Encore Cleveland, 
launched in 2013 by the Cleveland 
Foundation, helps to connect and fund 
a network of organizations to provide 
experienced Greater Clevelanders age 
50 and older with an array of meaningful 
opportunities in the community. 

Are you a late-career or retired 
attorney and want to get involved? 
Visit www.lasclev.org/ACT2 to learn 
more today!

ACT 2 Program Honored Locally and Nationally

The Encore Prize presentation, from left: Ronn Richard and 
Bob Eckardt of the Cleveland Foundation with Colleen Cotter, 
Esq. – Legal Aid’s Executive Director, and Pat Haggerty, 
Esq. – member of Legal Aid’s Board of Directors.

On October 15, Legal Aid held a private 
reception at the Maltz Museum of Jewish 
Heritage to recognize significant donors who 
pursue justice by supporting Legal Aid.  The 
visit to the museum was coordinated with the 
special “Violins of Hope” exhibit.  Docents 
were available so attendees could experience 
these painstakingly restored instruments which 
serve as testaments to the resilience of the human 
spirit, the power of music, and a reminder that we 
should all pursue justice.  Rebecca Benjamin, a violinist from 

the Cleveland Institute of Music, played one of the restored violins in a touching performance.

At the event, S. Lee Kohrman received a special plaque in recognition of his ongoing support for Legal Aid and for his personal 
commitment to justice over his career. Kohrman remarked it was fitting to receive an award engraved “Justice, Justice shall you 
pursue,” a quote from Deuteronomy, at the Maltz Museum because of the connection between the Jewish community’s efforts 
to level the playing field and end poverty and Legal Aid’s work providing access to justice. Join Legal Aid in pursing justice – give 
today at www.lasclev.org/donate!

Maltz Museum Reception Honors Donors

S. Lee Kohrman, Esq.



2015
volunteer 

recognition  

awards 
announced

Legacy of Justice Award Winners
In recognition of individual(s) whose participation 
in pro bono or other volunteer efforts has been 
significant in terms of length and/or impact.

James E. Young in recognition for a lifetime of 
dedication and support of pro bono efforts which 
began as an attorney at Jones Day and continues in 
his retirement.

KeyCorp in recognition of its organizational 
involvement through the volunteer efforts of its 
attorneys and staff in both pro bono efforts and 
other critical support of Legal Aid 

Access to Justice Award Winners
In recognition of significant contribution to 
advancing the mission of the Legal Aid Society of 
Cleveland through pro bono commitment.
John C. Allerding (Thompson Hine, LLP)
Kathleen Amerkhanian 
�   (Kryszak & Associates Co., LPA)
Christopher J. Caryl (Tucker Ellis LLP)
Linda D. Cooper (Cooper & Forbes)

Brandon D. Cox (Tucker Ellis LLP)
Kelly M. Dees
Stacey A. Greenwell (Thompson Hine, LLP)
Robin Kunikis 
   (Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas)
Melissa A. Laubenthal (Giffen & Kaminski LLC)
Karen Seawall (In-House ACT 2 Volunteer)
John W. Shryock �(Shryock, Crook & Associates LLP)
Nicole K. Wilson

Community Impact Award Winners
In recognition of pro bono efforts that address the 
needs of specific community of clients.
Paul L. Binder �
R. Jeffrey Pollock �
Sandra L. Walker �

The winners were recognized at Legal Aid’s 
Annual Luncheon and Report to the Community on 
November 30, 2015.

Inspired by these volunteers? Become a  
volunteer today – www.lasclev.org/volunteer.
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board of directors

Frank DeSantis, Esq.
Thompson Hine

Andre Dowdy
Community Representative

nominated by the VA Medical Center

Phillip S. Fastenau, Ph.D.
University Hospitals

Karen Giffen, Esq.
Giffen & Kaminski LLC

Delores Gray
Community Representative

nominated by Promise Neighborhood

Patrick Haggerty, Esq.
Frantz Ward

Vanetta Jamison
Community Representative
nominated by Beach Brook

Ronald V. Johnson, Esq.
KeyBank  

John Q. Lewis, Esq.
Tucker Ellis

Edward W. Moore, Esq.
RPM International Inc.

Matt Nakon, Esq.
Wickens, Herzer, Panza, Cook & Batista

attorney representative for Lorain County

Heather Nicastro
Community Representative

nominated by The Arc of Greater Cleveland

Aaron O’Brien, Esq.
BakerHostetler

Richard Petrulis, Esq.
KeyBank (retired)

Elizabeth “Betsy” Rader, Esq.
Thorman Petrov Griffin

Gladys B. Reed
Community Representative

nominated by Cleveland Tenants Organization

David J. Tocco, Esq.
Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease LLP

Mary Jane Trapp, Esq.
Thrasher, Dinsmore & Dolan LPA

attorney representative for Eastern Counties

Michael N. Ungar, Esq.
Ulmer & Berne LLP 

Tim Walters
Community Representative

nominated by Merrick House

Ida Williams
Community Representative

nominated by Big Brothers Big Sisters of Lorain County

Editor: Melanie Shakarian, Esq.
Writers: Ellen Brown and Adrienne Fischer

Design: Gusto Designs, LLC

Newsletter Staff

Administration
Colleen M. Cotter, Esq. 
Executive Director

Tom Mlakar, Esq.
Deputy Director for 
Advocacy

Bettina Kaplan
Director of Finance and 
Administrative Operations

Melanie A. Shakarian, Esq.
Development and 
Communications Director

Jennifer Teeter
Executive Assistant &
Organizational 
Development Coordinator

S. Lee Kohrman, Esq.

The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland cannot assist its many clients without 
relying on the great work of its volunteers.  Last year, 20% of the people 
helped by Legal Aid were assisted by a pro bono attorney.

Legal Aid’s Volunteer Lawyers Program is proud to announce its 2015 
volunteer recognition award winners.

Congratulations to: 

Our Staff and Volunteers

Brian Roof, Esq. (Sutter O’Connell  
and the Cleveland Notre Dame  
Alumni Club).

Attorneys from Eaton Corporation and 
Squire Patton Boggs volunteer at the  
Memorial-Nottingham Branch of the  
Cleveland Library.

Dena Kobasic, Esq.  
(PolyOne) with Susan 
Stauffer, Esq. (Legal Aid)

Michelle Creger, Esq.  
(Northeast Ohio Association of 
Corporate Counsel)

Jan Roller, Esq.  
(Giffen & Kaminski)

Justine Konicki, Esq.  
(Kohrman Jackson & Krantz)

John Alten, Esq. (Ulmer Berne) and  
Lauren Tompkins, Esq. (Giffen & Kaminski)

Dave Welty, Esq.  
(Linde North America, Inc.)

in the Community



On October 26 – everyone 
in the city could see 

the legal community’s 
commitment to Legal 

Aid: the Terminal 
Tower was lit blue to 

honor the American 
Bar Association’s 

National Pro Bono 
Week. This special 

week honors the work 
of pro bono volunteers 

nationwide. In Northeast 
Ohio, the celebration 

includes Legal Aid, 
numerous bar associations, 

the judiciary, community 
based organizations and volunteer attorneys. 

Crain’s Cleveland Business recognized Legal Aid’s executive 
director Colleen Cotter as a finalist for the 2015 Crain’s General 
& In-House Counsel Awards.

Colleen Cotter was invited to address the American Academy 
of Arts & Sciences at a meeting in Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
focused on “Making Justice Accessible.”

Congratulations to Katherine Barr 
Hollingsworth, who was promoted 
to Managing Attorney of Legal 
Aid’s Consumer Practice Group. 
Ms. Hollingsworth is a graduate 
of Middlebury College and the 
Georgetown University Law Center.  

Legal Aid welcomed new staff members 
this fall, Callie Dendrinos – a staff 
attorney in the Housing Law Practice 
Group, David Johnson - the Grants 

Administrator/Data Analyst, and Danielle Gadomski Littleton 
– a staff attorney in the Community Advocacy Program. Ms. 
Gadomski Littleton was previously an Equal Justice Works 
Fellow at Legal Aid.

Supervising attorney Katie Feldman was published in 
Clearinghouse Community in August. Her article focused 
on medical-legal partnerships. Clearinghouse Community is 
a peer-edited publication featuring practice resources for the 
nationwide legal aid community.

The ABA Journal featured a story about the unique “Law and 
the Library” partnership between the Cleveland Public Library 
and Legal Aid. Read the full story at www.lasclev.org/09092015

Legal Aid attorney Maria Smith was 
awarded the 2015 Community Service 
Award from the Cleveland Clinic’s 
Lutheran Hospital. 

Legal Aid attorney Deborah Dallmann 
and staff members Adrienne Fischer 
and Erica Thomas were named as 
the 2015 Claude E. Clarke Award 
winners. Established in 1967, the 
Award recognizes outstanding service 
through professional performance and 
commitment to Legal Aid and its clients.

Legal Aid senior attorney Anita 
Myerson is the winner of Legal Aid’s 
2015 Lifetime Achievement Award. 
Ms. Myerson joined the Legal Aid staff 
in 1981 as a Reginald Heber Smith 
Fellow. She soon developed expertise 
in the Unemployment Compensation 
(UC) system, an important safety 
net program for Ohioans governed 
by a complex set of rules. She has 
represented thousands of clients in her 
34 years at Legal Aid. 

She has also engaged in local and statewide advocacy and 
litigation aimed at ensuring that the UC system is operated in 
a fair manner, complies with federal law, and is designed to 
support workers who find themselves between jobs. She is a 
local, state and national leader in this practice area, and she has 
trained dozens of legal aid lawyers.  Her reputation is such that 
she is often able to bring about change simply by presenting 
her well-researched and persuasive arguments. 
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news @  legal aid

Katherine Barr Hollingsworth, Esq.

Maria Smith, Esq.

Anita Myerson, Esq.

The Terminal Tower was lit blue to honor  
the American Bar Association’s National  
Pro Bono Week.

Find us on Facebook  ❘  www.facebook.com/legalaidcleveland
Why do you care about Legal Aid? Tweet your feedback!  ❘  @LegalAidCLE 
Follow us on LinkedIn  ❘  The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland 
Subscribe on YouTube  ❘  LegalAidCleveland

we’re social , 
are you? 

help share 
legal aid’s 

great work !
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Bronze Sponsors
Accellis
Benesch
Calfee, Halter & Griswold, LLP
Cleveland Academy of Trial Attorneys
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law

Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association
Daily Legal News
Forest City Enterprises
Frantz Ward
Grant Thornton LLP
Hahn Loeser + Parks

Hyatt Legal Plans
Kohrman Jackson & Krantz PLL
Mansour Gavin LPA
MetroHealth
Ricoh USA, Inc
Taft

Tarolli, Sundheim, Covell & 
   Tummino LLP
Ulmer & Berne, LLP
Veritext
Walter | Haverfield
Wickens Herzer Panza Cook & Batista

Platinum Sponsor RPM International, Inc.
Gold Sponsors
All Covered – IT Services from 
   Konica Minolta
American Greetings Corporation

BakerHostetler
McDonald Hopkins
PNC Bank

Silver Sponsors

General Table Sponsors

Thompson Hine, LLP
Tucker Ellis LLP

Squire Patton Boggs (US) LLPs

American Immigration Lawyers Association - 
   Ohio Chapter
American Society of Legal Advocates
Ann S. Bergen, Esq.
Association of Corporate Counsel, 
   Northeast Ohio Chapter
Balin Law
Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs, LLP
Case Western Reserve University School of Law
Cavitch, Familo & Durkin

Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland Marshall College of  
   Law Alumni Association
Cliffs Natural Resources, Inc.
Coakley + Lammert
Colleen M. Cotter, Esq.
Cuyahoga Community College
Daily Legal News
Dann Law Firm Co., LPA
DDR, Corp.

Deloitte
Dominion
Dworken & Bernstein Co., LPA
Fairport Asset Management
Fay Sharpe
Ice Miller LLP
Jackson Lewis LLP
Key Bank
Leadership Cleveland – 
   Class of 2011 (2 tables)

Leadership Cleveland – Class of 2015 
Margaret W. Wong & Associates
Medical Mutual of Ohio
Meyers, Roman, Friedberg & Lewis
Norman S. Minor Bar Association
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart
Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation
Porter Wright
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLC
Reminger

The Republican Party of Cuyahoga County
Roetzel & Andress Co., LPA
Saint Luke’s Foundation
Schneider, Smeltz, Ranney & LaFond, PLL
Sherwin Williams
Stephanoff Rennillo LLC
Thacker Martinsek LPA
Thorman Petrov Group
University Hospitals
Vorys

to the hosts who sponsored Legal Aid’s 
110th Anniversary event on November 30!

Joyce H
airston with her Legal Aid attorneys Tom Mlakar (left) and Paul Binder.

Giffen & Kaminski LLC Jones Day


