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honoring history; charting the future.

our course is set



Dear Friends,
Progress can be best made when you take time to understand who you are and determine
where you want to go. In 2007, The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland completed a strategic
planning process to answer those key questions and provide a roadmap that will guide us
through 2010. The strategic plan aligns our staff, processes and resources with our clear and
compelling future. You will read about some of our initiatives in this Annual Report. 

As important as this strategic plan is, the dynamic process itself was just as beneficial. What did we
discover? We experienced a renewal of commitment to our goals. We uncovered new avenues of 
communication and a systematic way of analyzing our work and measuring our impact. The strategic planning
process made us better equipped to focus our expertise, not as individuals performing individual tasks, but 
as a team moving forward with the strength of our entire organization.  

The process confirmed my own beliefs in the commitment and expertise of our staff and volunteer partners. 
I have the utmost respect and admiration for these skilled professionals. And I am deeply grateful for the 
support of our partners and donors as well. I look forward to our future together as we continue, now with 
more certainty than ever, to provide high quality legal services and work for systemic solutions.  

Sincerely,

Colleen M. Cotter, Esq.
Executive Director

Dear Supporters,
Congratulations to The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland on completing its strategic
plan – the first ever for this organization. Legal Aid’s willingness to undergo this
arduous process reflects a dedication to efficiently and effectively deliver the
highest quality legal services to those living in poverty in Northeast Ohio, a 

commitment that is a hallmark of Legal Aid’s century-plus history.  

With poverty levels at an all-time high, the knowledge gained from the planning
process and its implementation will serve Legal Aid well. The strategic plan is much

more than a ‘to-do’ list. In fact, the plan provides a mechanism by which legal services
can be evaluated and delivered based on the changing needs of the community. The plan
also addresses the management of financial assets, personnel development, marketing

and fundraising. Initial results confirm that Legal Aid is providing legal services 
consistent with the needs of the community it serves.

The relationship between the Board and Legal Aid staff has been strengthened
throughout the past year. Indeed, this spirit of cooperation has continued as
Patricia Poole completed her term and Edward Icove has taken over as Board
President. Transitions remind us that we are always moving forward.

Thank you to our volunteers and funders. We could not accomplish this 
important work without your support. And thank you to Colleen Cotter and the

Legal Aid staff and Board who make the journey worthwhile. 

Sincerely,
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Edward A. Icove, Esq.
President, Legal Aid’s Board of Directors 2008
Principal, Icove Legal Group

Patricia Poole
President, Legal Aid’s Board of Directors 2007
Partner, Baker Hostetler



Revenue and Other Support

Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation (OLAF)

OLAF One-Time Addition to Reserves

Legal Services Corporation (LSC)

Donations and Private Grants

Donated Services

United Way

Contracts for Legal Services

Area Agencies on Aging

Other Government Grants

Other Income

Total Revenue

Expenses

Program Services

Support Services   

(Administration & Development)

Total Expenses

Excess of Revenue over Expenditures

Opening Net Assets

Net Assets

2006

$4,686,654

$1,952,772

$1,617,415

$466,805

$692,958

$166,151

$88,287

$119,515

$110,810  

$261,605

$10,162,972

2006

$6,013,352

$1,11 1,770

$7,125,122

$3,037,850

$2,391,335

$5,429,185

Client Demographics

White 35%
African-American 53%

Hispanic 6%
Native American <1%

Asian or Pacific Islander <1%
Other 5%

Males 27%
Females 73%

Children, Families & Adults 80%
Older Adults 20%

Consumer 30%

Family 22%

Health-Education-Work-Income 20%

Housing 17%

Individual Rights-Immigration-Community   11%
Development-Other Matters

Ashtabula County 6%

Cuyahoga County 77%

Lake & Geauga Counties 6%

Lorain County 11%

Cases by Office

Types of Cases Handled

30%

22%

11%

20%

17%

Total Cases in 2007: 8,010

Cases Handled & Closed in 2007: 5,585

Cases Continued into 2008: 2,425

11%

77%

6%
6%
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Summarized Financial Information | Cases Handled in 2007

2007

$5,635,031

$2,044,258

$603,242

$771,835

$193,598

$140,001

$119,283

$97,354

$396,994

$10,001,596

2007

$6,559,280

$1,166,658

$7,725,938

$2,275,658

$5,429,185

$7,704,843

Presentations to community groups 590

Legal education brochures distributed 81,411

Legal education newsletters distributed 24,000

Newspaper stories 110

Radio and television interviews/PSA’s 35

Legal Aid’s Other Services
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Access to Justice

To ensure access to justice for low income people, 
Legal Aid seeks to:

• Increase capacity to serve more clients

• Increase pro bono support

• Expand reach to people with limited English 
proficiency and other underserved and vulnerable 
populations

• Track information regarding unmet needs 
to better inform organizational priorities

Economics and Education

The line between reasonable comfort and financial 
ruin is a fine line for many. Education provides access 
to a better future. Because of Legal Aid’s work:

• Clients’ income will increase

• Clients’ assets will be protected

• Clients’ barriers to employment, vocational 
training and education will be removed

• The rights of clients with regard to income and 
assets, employment and education will be preserved

Health, Shelter, and Safety

Communities are strengthened when health care 
is accessible, housing is decent and affordable and 
safety is not an issue. Because of Legal Aid’s work:

• Clients and their families who are victims of 
domestic violence, abuse or neglect will be safe

• Clients will secure and retain decent, 
affordable housing

• The stock of decent, affordable housing will 
be maintained, despite pressures to shrink

• Clients and their families will have increased 
access to health care

• The rights of clients with regard to safety, 
housing and health will be preserved

Marketing / External Communications 

In order to communicate its mission and better serve 
clients, Legal Aid seeks to:

• Develop and implement a mission-based 
external communications plan

• Increase the number of people in the client and 
legal communities who understand that Legal Aid 
provides high quality legal services and is a valuable 
contributor to the Northeast Ohio community

Finances and Fund Development

Legal Aid’s course is supported by solid finances and
increased ability to raise funds. Legal Aid’s goals are:

• Increase total revenues to $10 million, 
including $1 million from the Annual 
Campaign for Legal Aid

• Diversify funding

• Establish a reserve and an endowment

• Appropriately and strategically allocate 
resources among locations, programs, 
administration and development

Human Resources and Culture

Human resources are Legal Aid’s greatest asset.
To support this asset and develop a culture devoted 
to client service, Legal Aid seeks to:

• Enhance organizational unity

• Develop multi-cultural competencies

• Develop succession plans for all leadership positions

• Establish competitive compensation packages 

• Develop the use of work plans and evaluations 

• Increase the number of staff including paralegals, 
social workers and technology staff

• Improve board performance, setting goals 
and assessing progress

Preserving Rights. Maintaining Dignity. Ensuring Justice.

our course is set
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Legal Aid’s mission is to secure justice and resolve fundamental 
ing high quality legal services and working for systemic solutions. 

Legal Aid’s mission statement was developed in the 2007 strategic
recognizes Legal Aid’s organizational strength and the potential
ensure justice. Legal Aid’s 2007 – 2010 goals include:

problems for those who are low income and vulnerable by provid-

planning process and guides Legal Aid’s work. The strategic plan 
for greater achievement to preserve rights, maintain dignity and 

Board Members David Kutik and Barbara Leadbetter at a meetingSusan Stauffer and Howard Strain mentor volunteer attorneys Margaret Terry provides assistance to a clientDennis Dobos and David Dawson discuss a case with a volunteer

The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland:
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Anonymous (5)
Thomas Adams and Yukie Yoneda
Stanley and Hope Adelstein
Ilah Adkins
Advocates for Basic Legal Equality 

& Legal Aid of Western OH
Richard Alkire
John and Heidi Alten
Jesse Anderson
Stephen and Amanda Anway
Jason Aring
Association of Corporate Counsel 

Northeast Ohio Chapter
Susan Audey
Brett Bacon
David B. Bailey
Baker Hostetler, LLP
Fred and Ibby Ball
Stacy Ballin and Charles Bartell
Thomas and Laura Barnard
Benjamin and Mary Jane Barrett
Mary Barrett
Brian Bash
Susan Becker
Todd Behrens
Mark Belasic
Victoria Belfiglio and Grant Segall
Irving Bell
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff, LLP
Mark Bennett
Ann Bergen
Robert Berk
Richard and Cathryn Berris
Suzanne and Adam Blum
Jeffrey Bomberger and Elaine Thallner
Bonezzi, Switzer, Murphy & Polito Co., LPA
Kenneth Bossin
Nicole Braden Lewis
Mary Bradley
Peter and Ellen Brodhead
Patrick Brooks
Edward and Sara Brown
Kate Brown
Sherrod Brown
Molly Brudnick
Kreig Brusnahan
Edward and Ellen Brzytwa
Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs, LLP
Carolyn Buller and Bill Doll
Matthew Burg and Bridget O’Brien
Patricia Burgess and John Shelley
Kathleen Burke and William Gaskill
Robert Burkhart
Kenneth and Polly Burns
Judge Janet Burnside
Deborah Bussey
Jeannette Bussey
Sandra Buzney
Phil Calabrese and Mary Bynum
Calfee, Halter & Griswold, LLP
Hugh Calkins
Craig Cantrall
Lawrence and J Carlini
Jane Carroll
Christopher Caryl
Case Western Reserve University 

School of Law
William and Elizabeth Cassella
John Castele
Catholic Charities
Center for Community Solutions
Charter One Foundation
Michael Chase
Carol Childs
Todd Cipollo
Joseph Cirigliano
Diane Citrino
Amanda Clapp
Cleveland Bar Association
Cleveland Bar Foundation
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law
Gregory and Karen Clifford
James Climer

George Coakley
Avery Cohen
Katherine Collin
Judge Colleen Conway Cooney 

and John Cooney
Chuck and Betty Cook
David and Patricia Cook
Kenneth and Blanche Cooley
Douglas O. Cooper
Cooper & Walinski
Charles Corea
Paul Corrado
Christine Cossler
Colleen Cotter and Mark Buckley
Christine Covey
Cowden Humphrey Nagorney & Lovett
Anthony Coyne
Marilyn Crisafi
Paul Crist
David Cupar
Earl Curry and Virginia Wallace Curry
Wayne Dabb
Daily Legal News
Carol and Robert Dakin
Tim and Mary Louise Daley
Richard Dana and Marianne Sezon
David and Inez Myers Foundation
Davis & Young LPA
Jeff Dawson
Carol Day
Richard DeCosky
Ralph DeFranco
Elisa Demis-Young
Frank DeSantis
Jimmy Dimora
Domestic Violence Center
Richard M. Donaldson
William Doyle
Carl Draucker and Claire Burke Draucker
Daniel Dreyfuss
Marcel Duhamel
Melvyn and Susan Durchslag
Eaton Charitable Fund
Saul and Hermine Eisen
Myra and Kevin Embry
Patricia Eschbach-Hall and William Hall
Neil Evans
Traci Ext
Michael Farrell
Regan Fay and Michelle Phillips Fay
Stephen and Jennifer Fazio
Edward and Catherine Feldman
Jennifer Fewell
Stephanie Fields
Stanley Fisher
Dianne Foley
Forbes, Fields & Associates Co., LPA
Robert and Emily Ford
Frantz Ward, LLP
Free Clinic of Greater Cleveland
Leland and Frances Freedman
Katherine Friedell
Gordon Friedman
Judge Stuart Friedman
Sydney and Pearl Friedman
William Fudale
Judge Nancy Fuerst
Robert Fuerst
Jean Gallagher
Gallagher, Sharp, Fulton & Norman
Milton and Jean Ganger
Mary Anne Garvey and A.J. Cianflocco
Lisa Gasbarre Black and David Black
Christos Georgalis
Earl Ghaster
Carrie Gibson
Joseph Gibson
Giffen & Kaminski
Gilbert & Gilbert Construction
Melvin and Diane Ginsberg
Robert Glaser
James Glass

Roger Gold and Deborah Rukin Gold
Steven and Gail Goldfarb
Mary Golrick
Tracey Gonzalez
Bernard Goodman
David Goodman and Barbara Hawley
Thomas Goots
Larry and Evy Gordon
Angela R. Gott
Harold Graves
John Graves
Mark Greenfield
Judge Burt and Bunny Griffin
Joanne Gross
Richard Gurbst
Harry Haber
Russell Hack
Hahn Loeser + Parks LLP
Michael and Marti Hardy
Erica and John Harrington
Michael Harvey
Daniel Haymond
Bruce Hearey
Cheri Henson
John and Susan Hersch
David and Sharon Herzer
John Heutsche
Carole Heyward
Hickman & Lowder Co., LPA
Ralph Higgins
Carol Hilliard
David Hochberg
Mark and Ellen Hoffman
Stefanie Holland
Jennifer Holmes
Laura Hong
Herbert Hoppe
Jane R. & Michael J. Horvitz 

Philanthropic Fund
Mary Huber
William Huffman
Lee and Candace Hutton
Edward and Mary Icove
Denise Jackson and Stewart Pharis
Gerald Jackson
Stephanie and Dennis Jackson
Daniel Jaffe
Marilyn Jech
James Jenkins
Carl Jenks
John Carroll University
Michael Anne Johnson
Candace Jones
Peter Lawson Jones
Mark Jones and Linda Johnson
Jones Day
Stephen Kadish
Gus Kallergis
Aniko Kalnoki and Michael Sharon
Bruce Karberg
Brendan Kelley
Amy Kellogg
Thomas Kelly
Richard Kenney
Suzanne Ketler and Steven Smith
The Key Foundation
John and Dolores Kirn
Matthew and Linda Klaben
Darya Klammer
Joseph Klammer
Lisa Klammer
Betty Klaric
Jonathan Klein
Ralph Klopp
Jules and Lani Koach
Herschl Koblenz
James and Sandra Koenig
S. Lee Kohrman
Anthony Konkoly
Lee Koosed
Kathleen Kordeleski
Keith Kraus

Andrew Krembs
Jacob Kronenberg
Deanna and Elroy Kursh
William and Jeanne Kurtz
Todd Kwait and Carol Rosenthal-Kwait
Dale Kwarciany
L D Farris & Associates, Inc.
Robert Labes
Lakeland Community College
Lakepoint Investment Partners
Wallace Lanci
David A. Landman
Katie Laskey
Stuart Laven
Wendlene and David Lavey
Robert Lawry
Stephen and Ellen Lazarus
Barbara Leadbetter
Wilbur Leatherberry 

and Diane Phillips-Leatherberry
Michael Lederman and Sharmon Sollitto
Earl and Ellen Leiken
Donna Lenz
Herbert and Harriet Levine
Donald Levy
Gregory Lichko
Littler Mendelson, P.C.
Blanche Livingstone
Mary LoPresti
Jeffrey J. Lorek
David Lowe
James Lowe
James and Pamela Lucey
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry
Rita and Charles Maimbourg
Susan Majka
Deane Malaker
Marcia Margolius
Jeffrey and Rosemary Margulies
Anna Markovich
Jeffrey Marks
Seth Marks
Philip Marnecheck
Michael and Cathy Martis
Paul Mason
Claire May
Regina McCarthy
McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal & Liffman Co., LPA
Mary Beth and Luke McConville
Christopher and Gaylee McCracken
James McCrystal
McDonald Hopkins Co., LPA
George McGaughey
John and Amelia McGinnis
Susan McGrath
Mark McGuire
Robert McIlvaine
Tasia and Cameron McIntyre
Rebecca and Ronald McMahon
Judges Timothy and Christine McMonagle
Kevin McMunigal
Joseph Meissner
Sara and Andrew Menefee Santoli
Kathryn and Guy Mercer
Gale and Gerald Messerman
Donald and Sara Messinger
Thomas Meyer
Meyers, Roman, Friedberg & Lewis
David and Leslee Miraldi
Cynthia Mog
Helen Moise
Kenneth Moore
John and Eileen Moran
Stanley Morganstern
Matthew Moriarty
Gean Morrill
Marian Morton
Patrica and Robert Murphy
Murphy Family Foundation
Carl Murway
Douglas Musick
Peter Nagusky

Donors to Legal Aid  2007
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Frederick and Jakki Nance
Spencer Neth and Marjorie Kitchell
John Newman and Dana Martin-Newman
Newman & Brice
Anita Nonneman
Kevin Norchi
Nurenberg, Paris, Heller & McCarthy
Stephen and Bonnie O’Bryan
John and Leslie Oberdorfer
Ohio Chapter American Academy 

of Matrimonial Lawyers
Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation
Ohio State Bar Foundation
Michael Oker
Ivan Otto
Richard Otto
Richard and Jacqueline Panza
Mary Jo Paulett-Toumert
Jane Peterson and Phil Star
Natalie Peterson
Lori Pinjuh
Richard Pogue
John and Victoria Polito
Andrew Pollis
Robert Pollock
Judge Daniel Polster and 

Deborah Coleman
Patricia Poole
Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur, LLP
Lester Potash
Lee and Susan Powar
Geralyn Presti
Steven Pryatel
Callista M. Puchmeyer
John Pyle
Bishop Alexander Quinn
Mary Ann and Erwin Rabin
Elizabeth Rader
Neal Rains
Dustin Rawlin
Robert Rawson, Jr.
David and Thea Reed
Dorothy Reichenbach
Barbara Reitzloff
Linda Rich
Cynthia and Leonard Ringenbach
Kevin Roberts
Mark Rodio
Jan Roller
Brian and Cheryl Roof
Kathleen Roth
Edmund Round
Gordon Kinder and Ann Rowland
David Rowthorn
Charles Royer and Jill Fulton-Royer
Robert and Slone Sable
Maurice and Bernadette Salada
Judith Saltzman
John Sands
Joy Savren
Donald Scherzer
Brigitte Schiffer
Zach Schiller and Gail Long
Barbara Schubert
Stephen Schultz
Steven Seasly
Jason and Patricia Seifert
Michael Sering
James Sestak
Melanie Shakarian
Michael Shapero
Timothy and Arlene Sheeran
Terry Shilling
Synne Shlonsky
Pauline Silverman
David and Cheryl Simon
Sisters of Charity Foundation
Ralph Skonce
David and Patricia Skrabec
George and Rebecca Slusarz
Todd Smith
David and Joyce Snow
Lloyd Snyder and Margaret Terry

Randall Solomon
Spangenberg, Shibley & Liber, LLP
Jeffrey Spiegler
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey L.L.P.
Max Stark and Carol Ann Hensley
Carmen Stavole
Stavole & Miller
Robert Steely
Stege & Michelson Co., LPA
David Steiger
Dale and Carol Stephenson
Jeffrey Stern
Lawrence Stern
Thomas and Christine Stevens
Judge Melody Stewart
Micki Beth Stiller
Robert Stotter
Stotter & Koosed Co., LPA
John and Gail Strauch
Alida Struze
Michelle Stys
Marc Swartzbaugh
Judge James Sweeney
Therese Sweeney Drake and 

James Drake
Roger and Joan Synenberg
Taras Szmagala
Frederick and Susan Taft
Dennis Terez and Nancy Conrady
Diana Thimmig
Michael Thomas
Thompson Hine, LLP
Catherine Tompkins
Heather Tonsing and Matt Volosin
Michael Tony
Brian Toohey and Lisa Monihan
Melinda Trenta
Louis Turi
Brian and Kimberley Turung
Ulmer & Berne, LLP
United Way of Greater Cleveland 

- Designation Distribution
Richard Vadnal
Neil Vakharia
Virginia Brown Van Wagenen 

and Stuart Chase Van Wagenen
Rinda and John Vas
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, LLP
Erika Wagner
Philip Wall
Mark and Karla Wallach
Walter & Haverfield LLP
Robert Ware
Terry Warren
Annie Washington
Richard Weaver and Jeanne Colleran
Jeff and Susan Weiler
David Weiner and Charna Sherman
Keith Weiner
Stephen and Lisa Weingrad
Fred and Lois Weisman
Jed and Harriet Weisman
Mitchell and Mary Weisman
David and Erica Weiss
Jerome Weiss
Amy Wentz
Stephen and Joan Werber
Thomas H. White Foundation
Wickens, Herzer, Panza, Cook 

& Batista Co.
Hazel Willacy
Donald and Evelyn Williams
Perdexter Williams
Douglas Winston
Nelson Wittenmyer
Elizabeth Woda
Margaret W. Wong & Associates
Kalpana Yalamanchili
Bennett Yanowitz
Deborah Yue
Patrick Zohn

2007 Board of Directors
as of 12/31/2007

Ilah Adkins, Esq.
Charter One Bank

Jesse O. Anderson
Community Representative
– appointed by the GC Regional Transit Authority

Mark Bennett, Esq.
U.S. Attorney’s Office

Ann S. Bergen, Esq. 
Law Offices of Ann S. Bergen
– attorney representing Ashtabula County

Jane Carroll
Community Representative

Sr. Joanne Gross, Esq.
Community Representative
– appointed by the 
Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland

Carole O. Heyward, Esq.
CSU Cleveland-Marshall 
College of Law

Jennifer Holmes
Community Representative
– appointed by May Dugan Multi-Service Center

Edward A. Icove, Esq.
Icove Legal Group

Kathleen Kordeleski, Esq. 
ABB, Inc.
– attorney representing Lorain County

David A. Kutik, Esq.
Jones Day

Barbara Leadbetter
Community Representative
– appointed by MetroHealth’s 

Centers for Community Health

Donna Lenz
Community Representative

Richard Panza, Esq.
Wickens, Herzer, Panza, Cook & Batista
– attorney representing Lorain County

Jerome Pleasant
Community Representative
– appointed by the 

West Side Catholic Center

Patricia Poole, Esq.
Baker & Hostetler, LLP

Mary Ann “Mickey” Rabin, Esq.
Rabin & Rabin

Louis Stokes, Esq.
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP

Michelle Wilkerson-Guerry
Community Representative
– appointed by the NEO 

Coalition for the Homeless

United Way Donors
In addition to the Annual Campaign 
for Legal Aid, the following donors 
generously supported Legal Aid through 
a contribution to United Way in 2007:

Thomas Adams
Ilah Adkins
Anonymous
Katherine Augustine
Nancy Barnes
Mary Benson
Pearson Bownas
John Boyd
Kate Brown
Kimberly Burks-Moss
Glenn Campbell
Charter One Bank 
Jerrie Clayton
Timothy Connors
Kathleen Corcoran
Stephanie Couhig
Gail Cudak
Anthony DiVenere
Maureen Doerner
Edward Donnelly
Kevin Dreyfuss-Wells
Dee Driscole
Nadine Eames
Michael Elliott
Joan Englund
John Fabian
Federal Reserve Bank
Katie Feldman
Anne Ford
Brandt Gebhardt
Jane Geneva
Afif Ghannoum
Brian Grube
Richard Gurbst
Edward Handy
Ruth Hartman
Michael Heffernan
Mary Huber
Donald Jack
Frances Johnson
Peter Jones
Sanjiv Kapur
Joshua Klarfeld
David Kutik
Peter Kvidera
Barbara Leukart
Robert Loesch
Damond & Lori Mace
Dawn McFadden
Ginger Mlakar
John Moran
Peter Nagusky
Cherie Olland
Anne O'Malley
Frank Osborne
Scott Pecka
George Peters
Daniel Petricig
Jerome Pomeranz
Patricia Poole
David Porter
Sandra Prebil
Christine Przybysz
Adam Ravens
Lora Reece
John Rego
Mary Reil
Cassandra Robertson
David Rowan
Roberta Rusek
Patricia Scanlon
Jane Schierloh
Melanie Shakarian
Charna Sherman
John Sinnenberg
Jason Sonenshein
Jeremy Sosin
Stephen Squeri
State of Ohio
Lester Swech
Diana Thimmig
Brian Toohey
Megan Tweed
Bruce Van Valkenburgh
Rinda Vas
Richard Weaver
Christine Weber
Jeffry Weiler
David Weiner
Jennifer Wilmot
James & Kathleen Young
Richard Zeiger

The Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation 
awarded the Legal Aid-MetroHealth 
collaboration a four-year, $500,000 grant
through its Local Initiative Funding Partners
(LIFP) Program. Local corporations and foun-
dations* have agreed to match the $500,000
grant amount. With additional 
in-kind support from MetroHealth and 
Legal Aid, a total of $1.27 million was raised.

*The 2007 local funders include:
Thompson Hine LLP (lead local funder)
The Cleveland Foundation
Eva L. and Joseph M. Bruening Foundation
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Arnoff LLP
Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP
The Callahan Foundation
The George Gund Foundation
Saint Luke’s Foundation of Cleveland, Ohio
United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland
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www.lasclev.org

Cuyahoga County & Administrative Offices  

1223 West Sixth Street 
Cleveland, OH  44113

Phone:  216.687.1900 Toll·Free:  888.817.3777
Fax:  216.687.0779

Ashtabula County 

121 East Walnut Street 
Jefferson, OH  44047

Phone:  440.576.8120 Toll·Free:  866.873.9665
Fax:  440.576.3021

Lake & Geauga Counties 

8 North State Street · Suite 300 
Painesville, OH  44077

Phone:  440.352.6200 Toll·Free:  888.808.2800
Fax:  440.352.0015

Lorain County

538 West Broad Street · Suite 300
Elyria, OH  44035

Phone:  440.323.8240 Toll·Free:  800.444.7348
Fax:  440.323.8526
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The Legal Aid Society of

Cleveland serves five counties 

in Northeast Ohio. 

O h i o

our mission

To secure justice and resolve fundamental problems 

for those who are low income and vulnerable

by providing high quality legal services 

and working for systemic solutions.

Preserving Rights. Maintaining Dignity. Ensuring Justice.SM

2007 
Managing Attorneys

Jessica Baggett, Esq.
Lorain County

Davida Dodson, Esq.
Ashtabula County

Marley Eiger, Esq.
Lake and Geauga Counties

Peter Iskin, Esq.
Housing Unit

Stephanie Jackson, Esq.
Health-Education-Work-Income-

Immigration Unit

Ann McGowan Porath, Esq.
Volunteer Lawyers Program & Intake Unit

Ulmer & Berne Anniversary Position - 2008

Tonya Whitsett, Esq.
Family Law Unit

Harold Williams, Esq.
Consumer Law Unit

2007 
Executive Committee

Patricia Poole, President

Edward Icove, Vice President

David Kutik, Vice President

Carole Heyward, Secretary/Treasurer

Annual Campaign 
for Legal Aid Chairs

Diane Citrino, Esq.
Cooper & Walinski LPA

Richard Gurbst, Esq.
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP

Administration

Colleen M. Cotter, Esq.
Executive Director

David B. Dawson, Esq.
Deputy Director

Bettina Kaplan
Controller

Garrick Lipscomb
Information Technology Director

Melanie A. Shakarian, Esq.
Development Director

 


