
Types of Cases Closed  2009 2008 2007

40%

22%

4%

22%

12%
Consumer (including foreclosure) 40% 34% 30%

Family 22% 22% 22%

Health-Education-Work-Income-Immigration 22% 20% 20%

Housing 12% 17% 17%

Other   4% 7% 11%

Total Cases Handled in 2009: 11,097

Cases Handled & Closed in 2009: 7,409

Cases Continued into 2010: 3,688

Community Presentations 110

Brochures Distributed 61,750

Referrals 11,403

Policy Advocacy Opportunities 28

Neighborhood Clinics 46

Legal Aid’s Other Services 2009

Ashtabula, Geauga & Lake 12%

Cuyahoga 77%

Lorain 11%

Cases by County  2009

77%

12%

11%

Personnel 2009

Staff Attorneys 56

Other Staff 33

Pro Bono Attorneys 1,453

Law Student Volunteers 234

Revenue and Other Support 2009 2008

Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation (OLAF) $3,681,072 $4,520,273
Legal Services Corporation (LSC) $2,260,819 $2,054,329
Donations and Private Grants $628,276 $1,135,809
Donated Services $1,081,791 $939,809
United Way $245,657 $220,193
Partner Agencies (Contracts for Legal Services) $440,973 $272,985
Other Government Grants $243,835 $225,839
Other Income $361,472 $125,506

Total Revenue $8,943,895 $9,494,743

Expenses 2009 2008

Program Services $7,915,245 $7,559,914
Support Services (Administration & Development) $1,285,591 $1,362,689

Total Expenses $9,200,836 $8,922,603

Excess of Revenue over Expenditures - $256,941 $572,140
Opening Net Assets $8,276,983 $7,704,843

Net Assets as of 12/31/2009 $8,020,042 $8,276,983

Breakdown of Net Assets
- Undesignated $96,174 $177,389
- Net Investment in Plant $2,867,763 $2,609,955
- Board Designated Reserve Fund $4,690,524 $4,988,254
- Temporarily Restricted $363,881 $501,385
- Permanently Restricted $1,700

Net Assets $8,020,042 $8,276,983

2009 Data and Finances
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The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland’s mission 
is to secure justice and resolve fundamental problems for those who 
are low-income and vulnerable by providing high-quality legal services 
and working for systemic solutions.  

Client Demographics 2009

Males 30%

Females 70%

White 39%

African-American 51%

Hispanic  8%

Other 2%

2009
AnnualReport



Jennifer Latimore was injured at her workplace in 2008 and needed a year to
recover. Though she had some income from workers’ compensation, the loss 
of wages soon took its toll. Ms. Latimore could not meet the mortgage payments 

on the home where she and her husband were raising two children. The lender filed a foreclosure. Desperate to save her home,
Ms. Latimore contacted Legal Aid. After assisting with a pro se Answer and Request for Mediation, Legal Aid referred the 
family to a “Save the Dream” volunteer attorney. “Save the Dream” mobilizes elements of Ohio’s legal community – Legal Aid 
attorneys, private attorneys, bar associations, the Ohio Supreme Court and the Ohio Attorney General’s Office – to match 
attorneys with low-income borrowers.  

Volunteer attorney Jo Anne Schloz was handling her first foreclosure mediation case.
She had previously worked at a bank and had seen foreclosures from the lender’s
perspective. She helped Ms. Latimore reach a settlement that resulted in a 
modification – a new principal balance, a lower, fixed interest rate, and an affordable
monthly payment. The foreclosure was subsequently dismissed. Additionally,
Neighborhood Housing Association, one of Legal Aid’s partner organizations, 
provided services and assisted the family with the initial down payment. Says 
Ms. Latimore, “I was banking on this working out – it all came together.”

Ms. Schloz is quick to minimize her role in the outcome: “I give all the credit 
to Ms. Latimore. She was already working with the lender. She was proactive – which
made all the difference in how quickly her matter was resolved.”

Legal Aid handled over 11,000 cases in 2009. Legal Aid serves this demand with a diverse
group of 55 staff attorneys and hundreds of volunteer lawyers and law students.  

Senior Attorney Joseph Meissner has worked for Legal Aid since 1969. He joined fresh from
the civil rights movement when Legal Aid was a store-front presence in low-income 
neighborhoods: “We represented people on anything that came in the door. I got a very
broad range of experiences in a wide variety of legal areas.” 

John Kirn also worked with Legal Aid in the 1960s, while he attended law school. 
Upon retirement in 2002, he rejoined the organization, helping low-income families 
impacted by the high cost of utilities. Retired attorneys, attorneys-in-transition (those in-
between jobs) and law students provided more than 8,000 hours of on-site support to 
Legal Aid in 2009.  

Mr. Meissner and Mr. Kirn both work closely in the Consumer Unit with Matthew Vincel, 
a staff attorney who joined Legal Aid in 2008. While in law school, Mr. Vincel was a summer
associate with Legal Aid. Each year, Legal Aid hosts 10-12 unpaid summer associates 
who are recruited from a pool of over 100 applicants in a competitive nationwide search.  

Mr. Vincel is grateful for the support of more experienced attorneys: “Coming out of law
school, I realized pretty quickly that there is a big difference between knowing the law and
knowing how to be a lawyer. Their mentorship has helped me understand all of the 
small details that are necessary to transform knowledge of the law into effective advocacy
for our clients.”

Legal Aid’s foreclosure prevention efforts are funded by the Cuyahoga County
Foreclosure Prevention Program, Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation, the Institute 
for Foreclosure Legal Assistance and the Ohio Housing Finance Agency.
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Volunteer attorney Jo Anne Schloz

Saving Homes

Promoting Change

Health, Shelter and Safety
By securing safety for victims of domestic abuse, retaining
decent and affordable housing for clients, and increasing access
to health care, Legal Aid helps to build strong communities.  

2009 Highlights

Legal Aid staff attorneys Joseph Meissner (left) and Matthew 
Vincel (center) with volunteer attorney John Kirn (right).

 



In the summer of 2009, Cleveland Heights resident Clinton Brewer was 
preparing for college and working part-time at a pizza place. When the state 
of Ohio increased the minimum wage, Mr. Brewer realized that his paycheck 
did not reflect the change. He approached the restaurant manager several
times about the missing wages; the manager promised to address the issue
but never followed through. Finally, Mr. Brewer took the advice of a friend 
and consulted Legal Aid.

Julie Clutter Cortes, Staff Attorney for Legal Aid’s Northeast Ohio Wage Project,
took the case. She sent a demand letter and, within a few weeks, helped 
Mr. Brewer reach a settlement with restaurant management. Ms. Cortes was
happy with the outcome and admired her client’s initiative: “Here’s a young
man who tried to deal with the employer, and through a small intervention 
on Legal Aid’s part, we were able to recover his unpaid wages, including 
damages.” 

Mr. Brewer, currently a student at Mercyhurst College in Pennsylvania, was
grateful for the help: “It was a good experience. [Legal Aid] was very quick 
and we got good results.”

Annual Report 2009

Clients come to Legal Aid’s Family Law Unit during the most volatile moments
in their lives – moments which necessitate a divorce, change in child custody,
or a Civil Protection Order. In these moments, Family Law attorneys step
beyond their roles as legal representatives to become confidantes and life
coaches.  

Due to limited resources, the Family Law Unit focuses on cases involving
domestic abuse or in which a child’s safety is at risk (the Unit also provides
assistance for pro se divorces with no property or children involved). According
to Managing Attorney Tonya Whitsett, the Unit works to “empower the 
survivors of domestic violence, child abuse, elder abuse, financial exploitation
and sexual assault.”  

The Family Law attorneys are extremely sensitive to their clients’ needs. Senior Attorney Susan Stauffer notes, “Kids can be at 
risk for a whole lot of different reasons. They can be exposed to substance abuse or harmful behavior in the house. That’s 
what we’re aiming to prevent – children trapped in these situations.” Alexandria Ruden, Senior Attorney, points out that domestic 
violence survivors often try to leave an abuser several times before finally succeeding: “You help them take small but continuous 
steps to breaking the cycle and you're there when they come back. You don’t judge them. You don’t want to re-victimize them.”

This combination of empathy and legal expertise changes lives. Ms. Whitsett mentions a recent call from a former client. Though 
her case had been closed for several years, the woman had called to say, “I was just thinking about you and I really want 
to thank you for sticking with my case.”

Providing Safety 

Securing Income

The Northeast Ohio Wage Project was created in 2007 to help the “working poor” – people who work regularly in low-paying 
jobs which create a cycle of poverty. The Wage Project, initially funded by the Thomas H. White Foundation and the Ohio 
Legal Assistance Foundation, is part of Legal Aid's Health-Education-Work-Income-Immigration Unit.
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Members of the Family Law Unit

Wage Project attorneys Julie Cortes (left) and Katie Laskey-Donovan (right) 
with HEWII Managing Attorney Stephanie Jackson (center).

Economics and Education
Legal Aid protects rights to income and
assets, and removes barriers to employ-
ment, vocational training and education.

Access to Justice
Legal Aid continually works to increase capacity for services, engage
pro bono support, and expand outreach to underserved and vulnerable
communities, including those with limited English proficiency. 
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Anonymous (8)
Stanley and Hope Adelstein
Ilah Adkins
Aggers, Joseph & Cheverine Co., LPA
David Alden
John and Heidi Alten
American Bar Association - Center for Pro Bono
American College of Bankruptcy
American College of Bankruptcy Foundation
Robert Anderle
Jesse Anderson
Jason Aring
Ashley Arvin
Keith Ashmus
Association of Corporate Counsel - Northeast Ohio Chapter
Andrea Aycinena
Brett and Bonnie Bacon
David Bailey
Baker Hostetler, LLP
Arthur D. Baldwin II
Fred and Ibby Ball
Stacy Ballin and Charles Bartell
Roger and Susan Bamberger
The Bank of New York Mellon Community Partnership
Eric Bapes
Kathleen Barber
Geoffrey and Maryann Barnes
Kevin Barnes
Nancy Barnes
Barney & Associates Consulting Services
Susan Beck
Susan Becker
Gordon and Marcie Beggs
Todd Behrens
Mark Belasic
Victoria Belfiglio and Grant Segall
Irving Bell
Mary Bender
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff, LLP
Angela Thi Bennett
Mark Bennett
Cipriano and Gina Beredo
Ann Bergen
Robert J. Berk Co., LPA
Matthew Besser
Kara D. Beverly
Sarah Beznoska
Kenneth Blech
Suzanne and Adam Blum
Jeffrey Bomberger and Elaine Thallner
Bonezzi, Switzer, Murphy & Polito Co., LPA
Nicole Braden Lewis
Jeffrey Brauer
Julia Brouhard
Douglas Brown
Molly Brudnick
Eva L. and Joseph M. Bruening Foundation
Edward and Ellen Brzytwa
Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs, LLP
Carolyn Buller and William Doll
David Burchmore and Ellen Siebenschuh
Patricia Burgess and John Shelley
Kathleen Burke
Patrick and Brandy Burke
Robert Burkhart
Alexander and Jennifer Burlingame
Kenneth and Polly Burns
Judge Janet Burnside
Donna M. Busser
Jeannette Bussey
Sandra Buzney
Denise Cady

J. Philip Calabrese and Mary Bynum
Hugh Calkins
Lawrence and Andrea Carlini
Timothy and Anne Carnahan
James Carson
Case Western Reserve University School of Law
John and Maureen Castele
Catholic Charities Health and Human Services
Subodh and Meena Chandra
Rohit and Lara Chandurkar
Angela Chang
Charter One Foundation
Larkin Chenault
James and Lisa Ciocia
Judge Joseph Cirigliano and Beverly Cirigliano
Diane Citrino
Cleveland Clinic Foundation
Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association
Cleveland Rape Crisis Center
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law
George Coakley
Arthur Cobb
Cohen, Rosenthal and Kramer, LLP
Avery Cohen
Katherine Collin
Michele and Christopher Connell
Anne-Marie and Andrew Connors
Judge Colleen Conway Cooney and John Cooney
David and Patricia Cook
Kenneth and Blanche Cooley
James Cooper
Charles Corea and Kathleen McNeeley
Daniel Corrigan
Alejandro and Julie Cortes
Vincent Cortese
Christine Cossler
Colleen Cotter
Christine Covey
Elizabeth Crosby
Brent Culhane and Courtney Maguire
Michael and Kim Cullers
Wayne Dabb
Daily Legal News
Carol and Robert Dakin
Patrick D'Angelo
David and Inez Myers Foundation
Jeffrey Dawson
Richard and Gretchen Dean
Ralph DeFranco
Ernie and Annie Demanelis
Nicholas DeSantis
Richard and Carolyn Donaldson
William Doyle
Carl Draucker and Claire Burke Draucker
Marcella Ducca
John and Leslie Dunn
Melvyn and Susan Durchslag
Robert A. Durham
Dworken & Bernstein Co., LPA
Eaton Corporation
Izoduwa E. Ebose-Holt
Kurt Ehrbar
James Ehrman
Robert Eidnier
Enterprise Community Partners, Inc.
Jeffrey and Leah Epstein
Equal Justice Works
Heather and Jeff Ettinger
Traci Ext
Julie and Joel Falck
Gregory Farkas
Toni Farkas

Mary Farrell
Regan Fay and Michelle Phillips Fay
Paul Feinberg
Edward and Catherine Feldman
Adrienne Ferraro
Stephanie Fields
Emily Fiftal
John Filak, Sr.
Andrew and Michelle Fiorella
Brian and Frances FitzSimons
Terence Flanagan
Richard Foote
Anne Ford
Gwen Forte
The Foundation of the Federal Bar Association
Frantz Ward, LLP
Katy Franz
Katherine Friedell
Steven and Lisa Friedman
Judge Stuart Friedman
Sydney and Pearl Friedman
Judge Nancy Fuerst
Robert Fuerst
William Fulton
David Gabriel
Gregory Gale and Stephanie Niehaus
Milton and Jean Ganger
Steven Garfunkel
Lisa Gasbarre Black and David Black
Lynn Gattozzi
The George Gund Foundation
Kathleen Gharrity
L. Todd and Virginia Gibson
Wendy and Kenneth Gibson
Giffen & Kaminski
Teresan Gilbert
Melvin and Diane Ginsberg
Rosemary Gold
Goldstein & Goldstein Co., LPA
Bernard and Susan Goodman
David Goodman and Barbara Hawley
Sally Goodwin
Jeanne and Steven Gordon
Larry and Evy Gordon
Loren Gordon
Anne Gorman-Johns and Richard Johns
Daniel and Sarah Gourash
Alison Grant
Alicia Graves
Harold Graves
Jonathan and Holli Greenberg
The Greenwald Law Firm Co., LPA
Leonard Greenwald
Judge Burt Griffin and Bunny Griffin
Calvin Griffith
Caryn Groedel
Sister Joanne Gross, OSU
William Gruber
Xiaoyu Gu
Guy Guinn
Richard Gurbst
Harry Haber
Russell Hack
Scott and Kathleen Hackwelder
Robert and Louise Haffke
Edward Haggins
Hahn Loeser + Parks LLP
Pamela and Stanley Hanover
Michael and Martha Hardy
Susan and Jeffrey Hastings
Eileen Hawkins
Daniel Haymond

Legal Aid Donors – 2009 “I was just ‘the mother.’ Having an attorney spoke volumes.” 
– Stacey Jernigan, Legal Aid secured education for son with special needs
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Bruce Hearey
Michael Heffernan and Natalie Celeste-Heffernan
Magistrate Judge Patricia Hemann and John Hemann
Donald Herbe
Michael Herrick
John and Susan Hersch
David and Sharon Herzer
Brian Heskamp
John Heutsche
Carole Heyward
Hickman & Lowder Co., LPA
Franklin Hickman
George Hicks
Joel and Mara Hlavaty
Laura Hoag
Mark and Ellen Hoffman
Laura Hong
David and Nancy Hooker
Herbert and Joanne Hoppe
Debra Horn
Jane R. and Michael J. Horvitz Philanthropic Fund
George and Stephanie Hrbek
Huffman, Isaac & Klym, LLC
Mary Hughes
Lee and Candace Hutton
Edward and Mary Icove
Institute for Foreclosure Legal Assistance
Julie Iselin
Gerald Jackson
Stephanie and Dennis Jackson
Bobbie Jacobson
Leonard J. Jagoda, Sr.
Marilyn Jech
James Jenkins
Carl Jenks
Jewish Community Federation of Cleveland
Alana Jochum
John Carroll University
Andrew Johnson
Linda Johnson and Mark Jones
Michael Anne Johnson
Jones Day
Candace Jones
Stephen Kadish
Lisa Kaplan and Dennis Terry
Judge Diane Karpinski
Amy Keating
Francis and Judith Keefe
Brendan Kelley
Amy Kellogg
The Key Foundation
Bruce Khula
Thomas Kilbane and Sally Conway Kilbane
Kimberly Kilby
Matthew and Linda Klaben
Betty Klaric
Jonathan and Abie Klein
Lenore Kleinman
Jack Kluznik
Kenneth Knabe
Ann Knuth
Jules and Lani Koach
N. Herschel Koblenz
James and Sandra Koenig
William and Karen Kohn
S. Lee and Margery Kohrman
Anthony Konkoly
Kathleen Kordeleski
Keith and Kristen Kraus
Andrew Krembs
William and Jeanne Kurtz
David and Martha Kutik

Todd Kwait and Carol Rosenthal-Kwait
Dale Kwarciany
Robert D. Labes and Sheryl Markowitz
David and Elana Landman
Brian and Gretchen Lange
John and Janet Larson
David Lash
Timothy and Patti Laskey
Wendlene and David Lavey
James and Christine Lawniczak
Robert and Kathleen Lawry
Alexander Lawson
Stephen and Ellen Lazarus
John Lazzaretti
Barbara Leadbetter
Wilbur Leatherberry and Diane Phillips-Leatherberry
Jeffrey Leavitt
Matthew Lebold
Jonathan Leebow
David Lenz
Donald Levy
Vincent Lombardo
Mary LoPresti
Lorain National Bank
James Lowe
The Lubrizol Foundation
James and Pamela Lucey
Heather Lutz
Damond and Lori Mace
Peter Machlup
Karl Maersch
Rita and Charles Maimbourg
Majestic Steel USA, Inc.
Susan Majka
Deane Malaker
Jack Malicki
Raymond Malone
Richard Manoloff and Molly Clark
Lianne Mantione
Michelle Manzoian
Carmina Mares
Margaret W. Wong & Associates
Margolius, Margolius & Associates, LPA
Jeffrey and Rosemary Margulies
Jeffrey Marks
Philip Marnecheck
Jimmie Marra
Judge Paul Mason
Judge David Matia and Monica Matia
Claire May
Lynda Mayer
Amanda K. Mayernick
The McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal & Liffman Foundation
Kenneth McCarthy
James McCrystal
McDonald Hopkins Co., LPA
Charles Richard McDonald
Robert and Dorothy McDonald
Dawn McFadden
George McGaughey
McGregor Foundation
Austin McGuan
Clare McGuinness
Louise and Edward McKinney
Judge Christine T. McMonagle 

and Judge Timothy E. McMonagle
Kevin McMunigal
Molly McNally
Douglas and Jani McWilliams
Ellen and Michael Meehan
Michael Meissner and Kathiann Kowalski
Tom Mendelsohn

Mentor Heights Nursery, Ltd.
Kathryn and Guy Mercer
Merrill Lynch & Company Foundation
Gerald and Gale Messerman
Donald and Sara Messinger
Kenneth Messinger-Rapport
Meyers, Roman, Friedberg & Lewis
David and Lisa Michel
Samuel H. and Maria Miller Foundation
Patrick Milligan and Dayna DePerro Milligan
David Mills
Osborne Mills
Ronald Mills
David and Leslee Miraldi
Cynthia Mog and Christopher Williams
Lisa Montoni Garvin
Kenneth Moore
Theresa Morelli
Stanley Morganstern
John Mulligan
Michael Mumford
Adam Munson
Murphy Family Foundation
Patricia Murphy
Carl Murway
National Family Justice Center Alliance
Nature Stone
NBI, Inc., DBA
Laura and William Nemeth
Spencer Neth and Marjorie Kitchell
Nurenberg, Paris, Heller & McCarthy
John and Leslie Oberdorfer
Patrick O’Brien
Justice Maureen O’Connor
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart
Ohio Chapter - American Academy 

of Matrimonial Lawyers
Obie Okuh
Jill Okun and Bennett Rubin
Philip Oliss and Rachel McQuade-Oliss
Michelle Oliver
Daniel O'Malley
Christopher Panek
Richard and Jacqueline Panza
Ralph Perk, Jr.
Elizabeth Perl
Timothy Peterkoski
Natalie Peterson and John Finegold
Katherine and Kenneth Petrey
Jennifer Peyton
Richard Pogue
John and Victoria Polito
Andrew Pollis
Patricia Poole
Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur, LLP
David Porter and Margaret Poutasse
Kathleen M. Portman
Judge Dan Polster and Deborah Coleman
Lee and Susan Powar
Martin Powers
Geralyn Presti
Marlon Primes
Leigh and Mark Prugh
John Pyle
Robert Quartell
Bishop Alexander J. Quinn
Mary Ann and Erwin Rabin
Elizabeth Rader and David Watson
M. Neal Rains
Alison Ramsey
Russell Randazzo
Sarah Rathke
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“I don’t know what I would have done. I’m glad Legal Aid was there.” 
– Emmett Clemenson, Legal Aid helped procure much-needed dental prosthetics
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Legal Aid Donors – 2009
continued....

Special Funds & Donors – 2009

The Community Advocacy Program (CAP)
A medical-legal partnership between The MetroHealth System and Legal Aid
In 2007, The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation pledged a four-year, $500,000 grant to support Legal Aid’s medical-legal partnership with The MetroHealth System.  

The grant was awarded through the foundation’s Local Initiative Funding Partners in which local foundations and corporations agree to match the $500,000 gift.  

The 2009 local funders include:

Thompson Hine LLP (lead local funder)

Benesch, Attorneys at Law

The Callahan Foundation

Charter One Foundation

The Cleveland Foundation

CVS Caremark Charitable Trust

Eaton Corporation

Eva L. and Joseph M. Bruening Foundation

The George Gund Foundation

Harry K. and Emma R. Fox Foundation

The Higley Foundation

Lubrizol Foundation

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Saint Luke’s Foundation

Third Federal Foundation

United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland, Inc.

“[My attorney] took me when I had no hope.” 
– Derrick Lincoln, Legal Aid helped find housing for family

Dustin and Meggan Rawlin
Robert and Judith Rawson
Reminger Company, LPA
Linda Rich
Donald Riemer
Denise Rini
Geoffrey and Molly Ritts
Christopher Rizzo
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Kevin Roberts
John and Marlene Robertson
Mark Rodio
Catherine and Michael Romanchek
Bruce Rose
Dora Rose
David and Laura Rowan
Neil Rubin
Amy Ryder Wentz
Robert and Sloan Sable
Saint Luke’s Foundation of Cleveland
Maurice and Bernadette Salada
Judith Saltzman and Richard Rogen
Joy Savren
Thomas Scanlon
Charles Schaefer
Donald and Toni Scherzer
Brigitte Schiffer
Zach Schiller and Gail Long
Allyson Schmidt
Schneider, Smeltz, Ranney & LaFond, PLL
Todd and Dana Schrader
Jessica Schreiber
John and Barbara Schubert
Seaman Garson LLC
Gary Seewald
Jocelyn Seija Kelly
Michael Sering
Shapero & Green LLC
Michael and A.G. Sharb
Sharon & Kalnoki, LLC
Timothy and Arlene Sheeran
Sheerer & Goodwin Law Offices
The Sherwick Fund
Tim Shields
Elizabeth Shively
Pauline Silverman

Nancy Sin and Stephen Gariepy
Sisters of Charity Foundation
Ralph Skonce
Thomas Skove
David and Patricia Skrabec
Todd Smith
Steven and Lisa Sneiderman
David and Joyce Snow
Lloyd Snyder and Margaret Terry
James and Susan Spallino
Spangenberg, Shibley & Liber, LLP
The Spanish American Committee
Jeffrey Spiegler
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP
Donald Srail
Robert Stanton
Stautzenberger College
David Steiger
Dale and Carol Stephenson
Jeffrey Stern
Thomas and Christine Stevens
Judge Melody Stewart
Congressman Louis Stokes and Jay Stokes
Robert Storey
Michelle Stys
Sarah Suma
Annette and J.M. Sutherland
Marc Swartzbaugh
Therese Sweeney Drake and James Drake
Judge James Sweeney
Judge Kristin Sweeney
Timothy Sweeney
Richard and Valli Swerdlow
Judge Joan Synenberg and Roger Synenberg
Taft/
Michael Telep
Dennis Terez
Thacker Martinsek LPA
Thompson Hine, LLP
Mitchell and Karen Thompson
Thorman & Hardin-Levine Co., LPA
Christopher Thorman
Lauren Tompkins
Heather Tonsing Volosin and Matt Volosin
Brian Toohey and M. Elizabeth Monihan
Robert Triozzi

Tucker Ellis & West LLP
Michael Tully
Brian and Kimberley Turung
Ulmer & Berne, LLP
Michael Ungar
United Way of Ashtabula County
United Way of Greater Cleveland
United Way of Greater Lorain County
Neil Vakharia
Mark Valponi
Saber and Joseph VanDetta
Cynthia Vaughn
James P. Vitale
Gregory Viviani
William Vodrey
George von Mehren
Linda and Damian Vopat
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, LLP
Nancy Waldschmidt and John Pink IV
Wallace and Angela Walker
Virginia Wallace-Curry
Mary C. Warren
Steven Wasserman
Jeff and Susan Weiler
David Weiner and Charna Sherman
Joseph and Cynthia Weinstein
Fred and Lois Weisman
Mitchell and Mary Weisman
David and Erica Weiss
Jerome Weiss and Judith Salomon
Judge Lesley Wells Clarke
Stephen and Joan Werber
Michael E. Wesel
Thomas H. White Foundation
Gail White
Wickens, Herzer, Panza, Cook & Batista Co.
Dennis Wilcox and Shelley Kazan-Wilcox
Donald and Evelyn Williams
Perdexter Williams
Nicole Wilson
Wolf and Akers
Robert Wolff
Margaret Wong
William Wuliger
Bennett Yanowitz
Richard and Marcie Zeiger

 



United Way and Combined Federal Campaign Donors
These donors supported Legal Aid in 2009 with a gift to United Way or the Northeast Ohio Combined Federal Campaign.

Sgt. Harry Fund Donors
The Sgt. Harry Fund was established in 2008 with funds from the first annual John and Ginny Elam Pro Bono Award, presented to Legal Aid board member David Kutik

by the Ohio State Bar Association. The $5,000 award has been leveraged with donations from individual donors to support Legal Aid’s Volunteer Lawyers Program,

which engages the private bar in Legal Aid’s mission. The Fund is named for Mr. Kutik’s father, Sgt. Harry Kutik.

Northeast Ohio Combined Federal Campaign

United Way
Anonymous (1)  

Jennifer Adams 

Margaret Adams 

Michael Adams 

Thomas Adams 

Ilah Adkins 

Katherine Augustine 

Tanya Austin 

Nancy Barnes 

Cathleen Baskey 

Mark Belasic 

Angela Bennett 

Katarina Bort 

Michael Brittain 

Jere Brophy 

Kate Brown 

Barbara Caldwell 

Jeremy Campana 

Glenn Campbell 

Janice Chambers 

Thomas Cicarella 

Timothy Connors 

Kathleen Corcoran 

Charles Corea 

Colleen Cotter 

Eric Cotton 

Stephanie Couhig 

Mary Cusick 

Cheryl Davis 

David Dawson 

Maria Del Monaco 

Anthony DiVenere 

Davida Dodson 

Maureen Doerner 

Lewis Dolezal 

Edward Donnelly 

D.W. Craig Dreyer 

Kevin Dreyfuss-Wells 

Robert and Kim Ducatman 

Nadine Eames 

Michael Elliott 

Joan Englund 

Lorraine Evelyn 

Angela Ferneding 

Patricia Fisher 

Anne Ford 

Traci Forrester 

Tracy Francis 

Joseph Frolik 

Lisa Gates 

Martin Gates 

Louis Geneva 

Janie Gildersleeve 

Theodore Grossman 

Brian Grube 

Rolene Gulley 

Richard Gurbst 

Douglas Haas 

Paul Harris 

Ruth Hartman 

Mary Huber 

James Humbel 

Donald Jack 

Frances Johnson 

Kanta Johnson 

Nancy Judge 

Jacqueline Keller 

Joshua Klarfeld 

Richard Kotila 

KPMG LLP  

David Kutik 

Thomas and Karen LaFond 

Robin Laine 

James Lawniczak 

Commissioner Peter Lawson Jones

Barbara Leukart 

Eric Levasseur 

Lisa Levine 

Robert Loesch 

Julia Love 

Sheryl Love 

Damond and Lori Mace 

Judge Alfred Mackey

Michael Makofsky 

Richard Manoloff 

Allison Manzuk 

Elvira Maricic 

Michael Martis 

Felicia Matras 

John McGowan 

Rebecca McMahon 

Carol Metz 

Andrew Meyer 

Wade Mitchell 

Ginger Mlakar 

Anthony Moore 

John Moran 

Matthew Moriarty 

Michael Mumford 

Ralph Murray 

Matthew Nipper 

Michael O’Malley 

Leslie Ortega 

Frank Osborne 

Scott Pecka 

Susan Perry St. Onge 

George Peters 

Daniel Petricig 

Jerome Pomeranz 

Sandra Prebil 

Donald Price 

Christine Przybysz 

Lora Reece 

Rod Rezaee 

Donald Rice 

Cassandra Robertson 

David Rowan 

Judge Michael Russo

Gregory Sanders 

Patricia Scanlon 

Becky Schmidt 

Melanie Shakarian 

Charna Sherman 

John Sinnenberg 

Kelly Skeat 

Jason Sonenshein 

Jeremy Sosin 

Susan St. Onge 

State of Ohio - Cleveland Headquarters  

Lester Swech 

Anne Sweeney 

Carolyn Szweda 

Suzanne Taylor 

Diana Thimmig 

Third Federal Savings
andLoanAssociation  

Freddie Thomas 

P. Kelly Tompkins 

Heather Tonsing Volosin 

Brian Toohey 

Tracey Turnbull 

Tracy Turoff 

Katarina Waag 

Delmaurio Walker 

Richard Weaver 

Jeffry Weiler 

David Weiner 

Cheryl Wills 

Sarah Worley 

James and Kathleen Young 

Sarah-Elizabeth Young

Anonymous (13)  

Michelle DeBaltzo 

Patrick Depace 

Caleb Fisher 

Keith Kearney 

Lenore Kleinman 

Donna Williams-Alexander

Special Funds & Donors – 2009

Anonymous (1)

Joseph Bauer

Michael Brittain

Kathleen Burke

George Coakley

Mary Anne Garvey 
and A.J. Cianflocco

Pamela Hultin

Lessie Jones

Steven Kaufman

Ellen Keller

Carol Kutik
David Kutik

Dennis Lansdowne

James Lawniczak

James McCrystal

Hugh McKay

Stephen O’Bryan

R. Jeffrey Pollock

Judge Dan Polster 
and Deborah Coleman

Lester Potash

Isaac Schulz

P. Kelly Tompkins

Thomas Turner

Michael Ungar

Virginia Brown Van Wagenen

Mark Wallach

Stephen Werber

Mary Whitmer

James Young
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Third Federal Savings and Loan Association  

Freddie Thomas 

P. Kelly Tompkins 

Heather Tonsing Volosin 

Brian Toohey 

Tracey Turnbull 

Tracy Turoff 

Katarina Waag 

Delmaurio Walker 

Richard Weaver 

Jeffry Weiler 

David Weiner 

Cheryl Wills 

Sarah Worley 

James and Kathleen Young 

Sarah-Elizabeth Young
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Board of Directors 
(as of 12/31/2009) 

Ilah Adkins, Esq. 
Vice President

Charter One Bank

Jesse O. Anderson
Community Representative
nominated by the Greater Cleveland 

Regional Transit Authority

Mark Bennett, Esq.
U.S. Attorney’s Office

Ann S. Bergen, Esq. 
Law Office of Ann S. Bergen, Co. LPA
attorney representative for Ashtabula County

Sr. Joanne Gross, OSU, Esq.
Community Representative
nominated by the Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland

Carole O. Heyward, Esq. 
Secretary/Treasurer

CSU Cleveland-Marshall College of Law

Jennifer Holmes
Community Representative
nominated by the May Dugan Multi-Service Center

Edward A. Icove, Esq.
Ex-Officio

Icove Legal Group, Ltd.

Kathleen Kordeleski, Esq. 
ABB, Inc.
attorney representative for Lorain County

David A. Kutik, Esq. 
President

Jones Day

Barbara Leadbetter
Community Representative
nominated by MetroHealth’s Centers for

Community Health

Richard Panza, Esq. 
Vice President

Wickens, Herzer, Panza, Cook & Batista
attorney representative for Lorain County

Richard D. Petrulis, Esq.
KeyCorp Management Company

Jerome Pleasant
Community Representative
nominated by the West Side Catholic Center

Patricia Poole, Esq.
Baker & Hostetler, LLP

Mary Ann “Mickey” Rabin, Esq.
Rabin & Rabin Co., LPA

Elizabeth “Betsy” Rader, Esq.
Cleveland Clinic Foundation

Congressman Louis Stokes, Esq.
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP

Adrian Thompson, Esq.
Taft/

Michelle Wilkerson-Guerry
Community Representative
nominated by the NEO Coalition for the Homeless

Rebecca L. Wojtko
Community Representative for 
Lorain County
nominated by Big Brothers Big Sisters 

of Lorain County

Cuyahoga County 

& Administrative Offices 

1223 West Sixth Street 

Cleveland, OH  44113

Toll·Free:  888.817.3777

Ashtabula, Geauga 

& Lake Counties 

121 East Walnut Street 

Jefferson, OH  44047

Toll·Free:  866.873.9665

8 North State Street

Painesville, OH  44077

Toll·Free:  888.808.2800

Lorain County

538 West Broad Street

Elyria, OH  44035

Toll·Free:  800.444.7348
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Lorain

Elyria

Cuyahoga

Cleveland

Lake

Painesville

Ashtabula

Jefferson

Geauga

The Legal Aid Society of

Cleveland serves clients in 

five counties in Northeast Ohio. 

O h i o

Managing Attorneys 

Jessica Baggett, Esq.
Lorain County

Davida Dodson, Esq.
Eastern Counties

Peter Iskin, Esq.
Housing Unit

Stephanie Jackson, Esq.
Health-Education-Work-Income-

Immigration Unit

Ann McGowan Porath, Esq.
Volunteer Lawyers Program 

and Intake Unit

Tonya Whitsett, Esq.
Family Law Unit

Harold Williams, Esq.
Consumer Law Unit

Executive Team 

Colleen M. Cotter, Esq.
Executive Director

David B. Dawson, Esq.
Deputy Director

Bettina Kaplan
Controller

Garrick Lipscomb
Information Technology Director

Melanie A. Shakarian, Esq.
Director of Development 

Legal Aid Office
Locations

www.lasclev.org
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Legal Aid Office Locations


