
Types of Cases Handled  2008 2007

34%

22%

7%

20%

17%
Consumer 34% 30%

Family 22% 22%

Health-Education-Work-Income-Immigration 20% 20%

Housing 17% 17%

Other   7% 11%

Total Cases Handled in 2008: 9,180

Cases Handled & Closed in 2008: 6,233

Cases Continued into 2009: 2,947

Community Presentations 972

Brochures Distributed 63,710

Referrals 10,317

Policy Advocacy Opportunities 15

Legal Aid’s Other Services 2008

Ashtabula, Geauga & Lake 13%

Cuyahoga 78%

Lorain 9%

Cases by County

78%

13%

9%

Personnel 2008

Staff Attorneys 53

Other Staff 31

Pro Bono Attorneys 1,456

Law Student Volunteers 259

Revenue and Other Support 2008 2007

Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation (OLAF) $4,520,273 $5,635,031
Legal Services Corporation (LSC) $2,054,329 $2,044,258
Donations and Private Grants $1,135,809 $603,242
Donated Services $939,809 $771,835
United Way $220,193 $193,598
Partner Agencies (Contracts for Legal Services) $272,985 $140,001
Area Agencies on Aging $117,235 $119,283
Other Government Grants $108,604 $97,354
Other Income $125,506 $396,994

Total Revenue $9,494,743 $10,001,596

Expenses 2008 2007

Program Services $7,559,914 $6,559,280
Support Services (Administration & Development) $1,362,689 $1,166,658

Total Expenses $8,922,603 $7,725,938

Excess of Revenue over Expenditures $572,140 $2,275,658
Opening Net Assets $7,704,843 $5,429,185

Net Assets $8,276,983 $7,704,843

Breakdown of Net Assets
- Undesignated $177,389
- Net Investment in Plant $2,609,955
- Board Designated Reserve Fund $4,988,254
- Temporarily Restricted $501,385

Net Assets $8,276,983

2008AnnualReport

Client Demographics

White 37%
African-American 52%

Hispanic 8%
Other 3%

Males 27%
Females 73%
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Legal Aid distributes a
tax education packet 
to hundreds with 
information about 
the pitfalls of refund
anticipation loans, the
value of the Earned
Income Tax Credit, 
telephone refund, and
consequences of loan 
forgiveness, and Legal
Aid’s Low Income 
Tax Clinic, which 
represents, educates
and empowers 
taxpayers.

January February March April May June

Legal Aid adds the 
first of two new hires 
for the Wage Project
which enforces 
employment rights. 
The Project is funded 
by The Thomas H.
White Foundation
and the Ohio Legal
Assistance
Foundation.

The addition of an 
attorney and paralegal
expands Legal Aid’s 
ability to represent 
low-income debtors 
in bankruptcy proceed-
ings. Also created: 
The Bankruptcy Bypass
Program, supported 
by the 8th Appellate 
District Pro Bono
Committee, which
helps some debtors
resolve credit issues
without bankruptcy.

Legal Aid attorneys
participate in the
Mental Health
Advocacy Coalition
(MHAC) Medicaid
Access Initiative, a
group of community
allies partnering 
with community 
and statewide actors 
to expand Medicaid
access for severely
mentally-impaired 
residents of 
Cuyahoga County.  

A staff attorney 
working in Legal Aid’s
Community Advocacy
Program, a partnership
with The MetroHealth
System, collaborates
with the Cleveland
Police Department
to develop department
policy regarding 
U-Nonimmigrant
Status Certification,
known as the U Visas.
This visa was estab-
lished to encourage
immigrants to report
crimes – which they
often do not, due 
to fear of immigration
consequences 
or mistrust of the 
criminal justice 
system.

Initiated by Governor
Ted Strickland, Chief
Justice Thomas Moyer
and other statewide
officeholders, Ohio’s
“Save the Dream” 
foreclosure prevention
program connects 
low-income Northeast
Ohio homeowners with
Legal Aid and volunteer
attorneys. Legal Aid’s
participation in “Save
the Dream” is made
possible by the Ohio
Legal Assistance
Foundation, Cuyahoga
County Foreclosure
Prevention Program and the
Institute for Foreclosure Legal   
Assistance.

Legal Aid partners with the Ohio 
chapter of the American Immigration

Lawyers Association (AILA) to coordinate
Citizenship Day, an all-day clinic offering free citizen-
ship application assistance to legal permanent 
residents. Partners include the C. Lyonel Jones
Pro Bono Immigration Committee, Catholic
Charities, and International Services Center.

The Senior Years - a Lorain County
Office on Aging publication - includes 

an article about Ohio statute changes 
removing a rule regarding Social Security offsets
against unemployment benefits. The story is part 
of a Legal Aid community education effort to 
inform the public about the new law, changed, 
in part, through the efforts of a Legal Aid attorney.

Legal Aid’s Painesville
Office hosts a commu-
nity open house to
mark the office’s 30th
anniversary. Awards 
are presented to for-
mer Legal Aid employ-
ees in Lake and
Geauga Counties.
Additional Open
Houses in Legal Aid’s
Elyria and Jefferson
Offices recognized
partners in Lorain and
Ashtabula Counties 

who have worked 
with Legal Aid to 

ensure access 
to justice.

2008 Highlights 

Access to Justice
Legal Aid continually works to increase capacity 
for services, engage pro bono support, and expand 
outreach to underserved and vulnerable communities,
including those with limited English proficiency. 

Legal Aid’s strategic plan identifies the following
program categories:
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The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland’s mission is to secure justice and resolve fundamental problems

 



A senior attorney in
Legal Aid’s Consumer
Law Unit testifies 
before Cleveland 
City Council on 
the community effects 
of foreclosures. Legal
Aid also participated 
in negotiations with 
the Cuyahoga County
Court of Common
Pleas over court rules
regarding mediation 
and processing of 
foreclosure cases, 
and Legal Aid’s Lorain
Office staff submitted
comments to Lorain
County Court of
Common Pleas on
Local Rule 16, also
regarding foreclosure
procedures. 

A Wall Street Journal
story about unemploy-
ment benefits quotes a
senior attorney in Legal
Aid’s Health, Education,
Work, Income and
Immigration Unit –
bringing national 
attention to the short-
comings of Ohio’s
unemployment 
compensation 
system.  

Board member David
Kutik, Esq., a partner
at Jones Day,
receives the American
Bar Association
Pro Bono Publico
Award. Mr. Kutik was
also honored in May
with the Ohio State
Bar Association’s
first John C. and Ginny
Elam Pro Bono Award.
Kutik directed the
$5,000 Elam gift to
establish the Sgt.
Harry Fund, named
after Mr. Kutik’s father,
to benefit Legal Aid’s
Volunteer Lawyers
Program. 

A front-page Star
Beacon story on 
a natural gas rate
increase quotes a 
senior attorney from
Legal Aid’s Ashtabula
Office and brings 
community awareness
to an issue impacting
low-income 
homeowners. 

A senior staff attorney 
in Legal Aid’s Family
Law Unit conducts 
the first Civil Protection
Order (CPO) training 
at Squire, Sanders 
& Dempsey. CPO
Project pro bono
attorneys provide 
legal representation 
to survivors of 
domestic violence.  

Legal Aid attorneys 
file a complaint with 
the U.S. Department 
of Education Office 
of Civil Rights
regarding the Cleveland
Metropolitan School
District’s failure to 
properly communicate
with language-minority
parents. The Office 
of Civil Rights is 
pursuing the case.

In a continuing effort 
to serve a diverse 
population of the low-
income community,
Legal Aid begins an 
initiative to publish all
of its community legal
education materials 
in English and Spanish.
Fifteen new publica-
tions were translated
and distributed in
2008. In addition, staff
attorneys in Legal Aid’s
Wage Project gave
community education
presentations about
employment rights 
to hundreds of 
low-wage workers.   

The Private Tenant-
Landlord Project 
engages four law firms
(Calfee, Halter &
Griswold; Hahn,
Loeser + Parks; 
Jones Day; and
Thompson Hine) 
to represent low-
income tenants in 
housing matters 
including eviction, 
lockout and conditions.
The Private Tenant-
Landlord Project is 
funded by the Charter
One Foundation, the 
Eva L. and Joseph M.
Bruening Foundation,
the Murphy Family
Foundation, the 
Sisters of Charity
Foundation and 
United Way of Greater
Cleveland. Partners
include Cleveland
Tenants Organization
and Cleveland
Mediation Center.

Legal Aid joins and
supports a statewide
coalition, led by the
Ohio Consumer
Counsel, to litigate 
the first case applying
Ohio’s new electric 
utility law, SB 221, 
to electric companies
serving Northern Ohio.
Negotiations led to a
three-year $6 million
fuel fund for low-
income families. Legal
Aid client groups were
crucial in efforts to
secure the fuel fund
and will administer 
the funds for the
Cleveland territory.

In 2008 the Volunteer
Lawyers Program held
thirty-five Brief Advice
& Referral Clinics 
in Northeast Ohio 
neighborhoods and
numerous other 
specialty clinics. 
The Clinics were 
held in collaboration
with the private bar,
law firms and profes-
sional affinity groups.
Neighborhood clinics
alone provide access
to legal assistance 
for more than 800 
individuals annually.

September October November December

Economics and Education
Legal Aid protects rights to income 
and assets, and removes barriers 
to employment, vocational training 
and education.

Health, Shelter and Safety
By securing safety for victims of domestic abuse,
retaining decent and affordable housing for
clients, and increasing access to health care,
Legal Aid helps to build strong communities.  

Annual Report 2008

for those who are low-income and vulnerable by providing high-quality legal
services and working for systemic solutions.  

· 3 ·

“Without [our attorney] we would not have anything!” — Benjamin Havyarimana, Family emigrated as refugees from Burundi

July August
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Anonymous (4)
Thomas Adams and Yukie Yoneda
Katherine Addison-Evans and Alvie Evans
Stanley and Hope Adelstein
Meredith A. Aggers
David Alden
Jennifer Alexander
Richard Alkire
Jesse Anderson
Stephen Angel
Jon Anthony
Jason Aring
Ashley Arvin
Mani Ayodele
Kim Bacho
Jay Bagdasarian
David Bailey
Baker Hostetler, LLP
Fred J. and Ibby Ball 
Stacy Ballin and Charles Bartell
Kathleen Barber
Thomas H. Barnard III
Geoffrey Barnes
Nancy Barnes
Susan Becker
Gordon and Marcie Beggs
Todd Behrens
Karl Bekeny
Victoria Belfiglio and Grant Segall
Keith Belkin
David Bell
Irving Bell
Alisa N. Benedict
Linda Benedictis
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Aronoff, LLP
Angela Thi Bennett
Cipriano and Gina Beredo
Ann Bergen
Daniel and Mary Berick
Jeffrey Bomberger and Elaine Thallner
Jaime Bouvier
Victoria and Barry Bowser
Julia Brouhard
Douglas Brown
Edward and Sara Brown
Tom Bruce
Eva L. and Joseph M. Bruening Foundation
Edward and Ellen Brzytwa
Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs, LLP
Carolyn Buller and Bill Doll
David Burchmore
Patricia Burgess and John Shelley
Delia Burke
Kathleen Burke and William Gaskill
Patrick Burke
Robert Burkhart
Alexander Burlingame
Kenneth and Polly Burns
Judge Janet Burnside
Deborah Bussey
Jeannette Bussey
Sandra Buzney
Maureen Cafferkey and Mark Doyle
Phil Calabrese and Mary Bynum
Hugh Calkins
Ryan Callender
Massimo Capretta
Meredith Carey
Lawrence and Andrea Carlini
Carlisle, McNellie, Rini, Kramer & Ulrich Co.
Case Western Reserve University School of Law
John and Michele Catalano
Tara Chandler
Charter One Foundation
Benjamin and Bernadette Chinni
Jennie Church
James and Lisa Ciocia
Judge Joseph Cirigliano and Beverly Cirigliano

Diane Citrino
Amanda Clapp
The Cleveland Foundation
Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association
Cleveland State University - Cleveland-Marshall College of Law
George Coakley
Cohen, Rosenthal and Kramer, LLP
Avery Cohen
Katherine Collin
James Cone
Michele and Christopher Connell
Judge Colleen Conway Cooney and John Cooney
David and Patricia Cook
Kenneth and Blanche Cooley
Cooper & Walinski
Paul Corrado
Julie and Alejandro Cortes
Colleen Cotter and Mark Buckley
Jacqueline Crea
George Crisci and Rosemary Granata-Crisci
Paul and Christine Crist
Michael Cullers
Jennifer and David Cupar
Mary C. Curry
Wayne Dabb
Daily Legal News
Joe D'Amico
Patrick D'Angelo
Kathleen and Michael Danko
Davis & Young LPA
Jeff Dawson
Andrew and Mary Ann Deak
Michelle DeBaltzo
Ralph DeFranco
Ernie and Annie Demanelis
Patrick and Jennifer DePace
John Distin
James and Sara Doan
Sufian Doleh
Richard and Carolyn Donaldson
Catherine Donnelly
Alan and Nancy Doris
Sue Douglas
William Doyle
Carl Draucker and Claire Burke Draucker
David and Amy Drechsler
Daniel Dreyfuss
Marcella Ducca
Melvyn and Susan Durchslag
Dworken & Bernstein Co., LPA
Eaton Corporation - Law Department
Izoduwa E. Ebose-Holt
Robert Eidnier
The John & Ginny Elam Family Fund
Jeffrey and Leah Epstein
Patricia Eschbach-Hall and William Hall
Farris Management, LLC
Regan Fay and Michelle Phillips Fay
Stephen and Jennifer Fazio
Edward and Catherine Feldman
Adrienne Ferraro
Stephanie Fields
John Filak, Sr.
Gwen Forte
Tracy and Jake Francis
Frantz Ward, LLP
Katy Franz
Katherine Friedell
Judge Carolyn Friedland
Steven and Lisa Friedman
Judge Stuart Friedman
Sydney and Pearl Friedman
Judge Nancy Fuerst
Robert Fuerst
David Gabriel
Gallagher Sharp
Jean Gallagher
Milton and Jean Ganger

Sean Ganley
Steven Garfunkel
Carlos Garritano
Mary Anne Garvey and A.J. Cianflocco
Lisa and Martin Gates
Lynn Gattozzi
The George Gund Foundation
L. Todd and Virginia Gibson
Giffen & Kaminski
Melvin and Diane Ginsberg
Roger Gold and Deborah Rukin Gold
Steven and Gail Goldfarb
Bernard and Susan Goodman
David Goodman and Barbara Hawley
Sally Goodwin
Larry and Evy Gordon
Daniel and Sarah Gourash
Janet Graney
Grange Insurance Charitable Fund
Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority
Jonathan and Holli Greenberg
Leonard Greenwald
D. Spring Greer
Judge Burt Griffin and Beatrice Griffin
Caryn Groedel
Sister Joanne Gross, OSU
William Gruber
Richard Gurbst
Harry Haber
Russell Hack
Scott and Kathleen Hackwelder
Robert and Louise Haffke
Tim Hagan
Maria Haller
William Hanna
Michael and Marti Hardy
Susan and Jeffrey Hastings
Rebecca and Joseph Haverstick
Barbara Hawley and David Goodman
Daniel Haymond
William Heine and Kathy Moore
Donald Herbe
John and Susan Hersch
John Heutsche
Carole Heyward
Franklin Hickman
Ralph and Christine Higgins
Carol Hilliard
Laura Hoag
Amy Hocevar
Stefanie Holland
Jennifer Holmes
Laura Hong
Herbert and Joanne Hoppe
Jane R. and Michael J. Horvitz Philanthropic Fund
George and Stephanie Hrbek
Mary Huber
Huffman, Isaac & Klym, LLC
Jonathan Hutchinson
Bruce Hutton
Lee and Candace Hutton
Edward and Mary Icove
Erika Imre Schindler
Institute for Foreclosure Legal Assistance
Denise Jackson and Stewart Pharis
Neisha Jackson
Stephanie and Dennis Jackson
Bobbie Jacobson
Ann and William James
Marilyn Jech
James Jenkins
Carl Jenks
John Carroll University
Jeffrey Johnson
Shelley Johnson
Jones Day
Candace Jones
Lessie and Clifton Jones

Legal Aid Donors – 2008 “If it hadn’t been for Legal Aid, I don’t think we would have
been able to handle the situation.”
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Mark Jones and Linda Johnson
Mary Jorgenson
Stephen Kadish
Daniel and Cynthia Kalka
Alyssa Bell
Lisa Kaplan and Dennis Terry
Jeffrey Karlovec
Francis and Judith Keefe
Brendan Kelley
Amy Kellogg
The Key Foundation
Bruce Khula
Thomas Kilbane and Sally Conway Kilbane
Chaundra King
Mark King
Betty Klaric
Allan Kleinman
Kenneth Kleppel
Paul Klug
Jules and Lani Koach
N. Herschel Koblenz
Anthony Konkoly
Sarah Kostick
Kottler Metal Products, Inc.
Ivan and Sandra Kramer
Keith and Kristen Kraus
Andrew Krembs
Alexander Kuszewski
Carol Kutik
Joe and Holly Kutina
Dale Kwarciany
Sheryl Markowitz and Robert D. Labes
Thomas LaFond
Cynthia Lammert and Andre Lukez
David and Elana Landman
Sherrie Larm and R. Douglas Larm
John and Janet Larson
David Lash
Timothy and Patti Laskey
Inga Laurent
Wendlene and David Lavey
James and Christine Lawniczak
Stephen and Ellen Lazarus
John Lazzaretti
Barbara Leadbetter
Wilbur Leatherberry and Diane Phillips-Leatherberry
Richard Legenza
David Lenz
Herbert and Harriet Levine
Donald Levy
Caroline Lewine
John Lewis
Kenneth Liffman
Christine Link
Littler Mendelson, P.C.
Vincent Lombardo
Mary LoPresti
Jeffrey Lorek
James Lowe
The Lubrizol Foundation
James and Pamela Lucey
Damond and Lori Mace
Rita and Charles Maimbourg
Majestic Steel USA, Inc.
Deane Malaker
Jack Malicki
Raymond Malone
Molly J. Clark and Richard D. Manoloff
Carmina Mares
Jeffrey and Rosemary Margulies
Jeffrey Marks
Philip Marnecheck
James P. Martello
Suanne D. Martin
Michael and Cathy Martis
Judge Paul Mason
Claire May
Lynda Mayer

Amanda K. Mayernick
McCarthy, Lebit, Crystal & Liffman Co., LPA
James McCrystal
McDonald Hopkins Co., LPA
Susan McGrath
Austin McGuan
Mark McGuire
Hugh and Sue McKay
Louise and Edward McKinney
David Levey
Molly McNally
Douglas and Jani McWilliams
Jennifer and Telly Meadows
Ellen and Michael Meehan
Joseph Meissner
Michael Meissner and Kathiann Kowalski
Sara and Andrew Menefee Santoli
Kathryn and Guy Mercer
Merrill Lynch & Company Foundation
Gerald and Gale Messerman
Donald and Sara Messinger
Kenneth Messinger-Rapport
The MetroHealth System
David and Lisa Michel
Camille Miller
Stanley Miller
David and Dvora Millstone
Judy Milroy
David and Leslee Miraldi
Judge James Miraldi
MacAllister A. Modic
Cynthia Mog and Christopher Williams
Helen Moise
Rick and Mary Montani
Kenneth Moore
Thomas and Marguerite Moran
Louise Mosher
Karen and John Moss
Michael Mumford
Murphy Family Foundation
Michael P. Murphy
Patrica and Robert Murphy
Larry and Genevieve Murtaugh
David and Inez Myers Foundation
Frederick and Jakki Nance
Nature Stone
Spencer Neth and Marjorie Kitchell
Newman & Brice
Dolores Newman
Stephanie Niehaus and Gregory Gale
Nicole Noll
Northern Trust Bank
Nurenberg, Paris, Heller & McCarthy
John and Leslie Oberdorfer
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart
Ohio State Bar Foundation
Jill Okun
Philip Oliss and Rachel McQuade-Oliss
Michelle Oliver
Mark and Ellyson Ostrovsky
Ivan Otto
Christopher Panek
Richard and Jacqueline Panza
Joseph Paulozzi
Sean Peppard
Libby Perl
Terrence Perris
Timothy Peterkoski
Jane Peterson and Phil Star
Natalie Peterson and John Finegold
Katherine and Kenneth Petrey
Jennifer Peyton
Christine and Jeffrey Pierpont
Lori Pinjuh
Jerome Pleasant
Richard Pogue
John and Victoria Polito
R. Jeffrey and Martha Pollock 

Judge Dan Polster and Deborah Coleman
Porter, Wright, Morris & Arthur, LLP
Lester Potash
Lee and Susan Powar
Geralyn Presti
Robert and Melissa Psaropoulos
Chris Pyanowski
Stephanie Quaranta
Dale Quick
Bishop Alexander J. Quinn
Julie Rabin and Joel Falck
Mary Ann and Erwin Rabin
Elizabeth Rader and David Watson
Barbara K. Ramage and David A. Myers
Sarah Rathke
Dustin and Meggan Rawlin
Robert and Judith Rawson
Eric Reeves
Dorothy Reichenbach
Michael and Carole Rendon
Linda Rich
Donald Riemer
Geoffrey and Molly Ritts
Jennifer Roach
John and Marlene Robertson
Patrick and Kathleen Roche
Joseph Rodgers
Mark Rodio
Roetzel & Andress Co., LPA
Jan Roller and David Abbott
Catherine and Michael Romanchek
Bruce Rose
David Rosenfeldt
Robert and Slone Sable
Samuel H. and Maria Miller Foundation
John Sands
James Satola
Adam Saurwein
Mark and Shannon Savage
Joy Savren
Nancy and James Schade
Amanda Scheeser
Donald Scherzer
Zach Schiller and Gail Long
Allyson Schmidt
Schneider, Smeltz, Ranney & LaFond, PLL
Tessa Schneider
John Schriner and Shana Samson
John and Barbara Schubert
Nancy Schuster
Bryan Schwartz
SDG Advisors
Dennis Seaman
Seeley, Savidge, Ebert & Gourash, Co.
Gary Seewald
Michael Sering
Sheila Sexton
Melanie Shakarian and Peter Kvidera
William Shaklee
Shapero & Green LLC
Michael Sharb
Sharon & Kalnoki, LLC
Meghan Sheehan
Timothy and Arlene Sheeran
Charna Sherman and David Weiner
Elizabeth Shively
Sisters of Charity Foundation
Ralph Skonce
Thomas Skove
David and Patricia Skrabec
George and Rebecca Slusarz
Jude Smith
Maressa Smith
Todd Smith
Steven and Lisa Sneiderman
David and Joyce Snow
Lloyd Snyder and Margaret Terry
Ryan Sobel
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— Amelia Washington*, Daughter’s wrongful elementary school expulsion was overturned 

 



United Way and Federal Combined Campaign Donors
The following donors generously supported Legal Aid with a 2008 contribution to United Way 
or the Northeast Ohio Combined Federal Campaign.

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
In 2007, The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation awarded the medical-legal partnership between 
The MetroHealth System and Legal Aid a four-year, $500,000 grant though its Local Initiative Funding 
Partners (LIFP). Local foundations and corporations have agreed to match the $500,000 grant.

The 2008 local funders include:
Thompson Hine LLP (lead local funder)
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & Arnoff LLP
Eva L. and Joseph M. Bruening Foundation
Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP
The Callahan Foundation
The Cleveland Foundation
The Harry K. and Emma R. Fox Foundation
The George Gund Foundation
The Lubrizol Foundation
Saint Luke’s Foundation
United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland, Inc. 

Glenn Southworth
James and Susan Spallino
Spangenberg, Shibley & Liber, LLP
Jeffrey Spiegler
Stephen Squeri
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP
Robert Stanton
Stautzenberger College
Stavole & Miller
Dale and Carol Stephenson
Jeffrey Stern
Thomas and Christine Stevens
Judge Melody Stewart
Louis and Jay Stokes
Stotter & Koosed Co., LPA
Marc Swartzbaugh
Therese Sweeney Drake and James Drake
Judge James Sweeney
Judge Kristin Sweeney
Richard and Valli Swerdlow
Roger and Joan Synenberg
Taras Szmagala, Jr. and Helen Jarem
Xiaomu Tang
Dennis Terez and Nancy Conrady
Dynda and David Thomas
Terence Thomas
Catherine and Thomas Tompkins
Heather Tonsing Volosin and Matt Volosin
Brian Toohey and Lisa Monihan
Margaret Troia
Stephanie Tubbs Jones
Tucker Ellis & West LLP
Michael Tully
Tracy Turoff and Ari Sherwin
Brian and Kimberley Turung
Ulmer & Berne, LLP
United Way of Ashtabula County
United Way of Greater Cleveland
United Way of Greater Lorain County
Neil Vakharia
Saber VanDetta
John Viglianco
James Vitale
Gregory Viviani
Judge William Vodrey
Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease, LLP
Philip Wall
Mark and Karla Wallach
Kari Walton
Susan Weaver
Stephen and Lisa Weingrad
Joseph and Cynthia Weinstein
Fred and Lois Weisman
Mitchell and Mary Weisman
Jerome Weiss and Judith Salomon
Judge Wells Clarke
Stephen and Joan Werber
Daniel Werner
Alicia Whiting-Bozich
Jonathon Whittlesey
Laverne and Joel Whitworth
Wickens, Herzer, Panza, Cook & Batista Co.
Jonathan Z. Wilbur
Dennis Wilcox and Shelley Kazan-Wilcox
Donald and Evelyn Williams
Perdexter Williams
Nicole Wilson
Wolf and Akers
Margaret Wong
James and Kathleen Young
Deborah Zielinski 

Northeast Ohio Combined Federal Campaign

United Way
Anonymous (1)
Jennifer Adams
Margaret Adams
Thomas Adams
Ilah Adkins
Katherine Augustine
Tanya Austin
Mark Belasic
Katarina Bort
Michael Brittain
Barbara Caldwell
Janice Chambers
Timothy Connors
Kathleen Corcoran
Charles Corea
Eric Cotton
Stephanie Couhig
Davida J. Dodson
Maureen Doerner
Edward Donnelly
D. W. Dreyer
Kevin Dreyfuss-Wells
Robert and Kim Ducatman
Nadine Eames
Michael Elliott
Joan Englund
Angela Ferneding
Patricia Fisher
Anne Ford
Joseph Frolik
Martin Gates
Louis Geneva
Jamie Gildersleeve

Brian Grube
Rolene Gulley
Richard Gurbst
Douglas Haas
Ruth Hartman
Mary Huber
James Humbel
Donald Jack
Frances Johnson
Kanta Johnson
Peter Jones
Nancy Judge
Richard Kotila
David Kutik
Robin Laine
Barbara Leukart
Lisa Levine
Lucila Licate
Julia Love
Sheryl Love
Judge Alfred Mackey 

and Susanna Mackey
Damond and Lori Mace
Richard Manoloff
Elvira Maricic
Felicia Matras
Andrew Meyer
Ginger Mlakar
Anthony Moore
John Moran
Matthew Moriarty
Ralph Murray
Frank Osborne

Scott Pecka
George Peters
Daniel Petricig
Jerome Pomeranz
Sandra Prebil
Christine Przybysz
Lora Reece
Donald Rice
Cassandra Robertson
Michael Russo
Patricia Scanlon
Becky Schmidt
Suzanne Schulze Taylor
Melanie Shakarian
Charna Sherman
John Sinnenberg
Kelly Skeat
Jason Sonenshein
Jeremy Sosin
Susan St. Onge
Lester Swech
Anne Sweeney
Carolyn Szweda
Diana Thimmig
Freddie Thomas
P. Kelly Tompkins
Brian Toohey
Tracey Turnbull
Richard Weaver
Jeffry Weiler
David Weiner
Cheryl Wills
James and Kathleen Young

Anonymous (16)
Mark Bennett
Maureen Brett

Michelle DeBaltzo
John Knapp
William Kurtz

Kenneth McHargh
Mary Schwegier
Donna Williams-Alexander
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Board of Directors 
(as of 12/31/2008)

Ilah Adkins, Esq.
Charter One Bank

Jesse O. Anderson
Community Representative
nominated by the Greater Cleveland 

Regional Transit Authority

Mark Bennett, Esq.
U.S. Attorney’s Office

Ann S. Bergen, Esq. 
Law Offices of Ann S. Bergen

Sr. Joanne Gross, Esq.
Community Representative
nominated by the Ursuline Sisters of Cleveland

Carole O. Heyward, Esq.
CSU Cleveland-Marshall College of Law

Jennifer Holmes
Community Representative
nominated by May Dugan Multi-Service Center

Edward A. Icove, Esq.
Icove Legal Group

Kathleen Kordeleski, Esq. 
ABB, Inc.
attorney representative Lorain County

David A. Kutik, Esq.
Jones Day

Barbara Leadbetter
Community Representative
nominated by MetroHealth’s 

Centers for Community Health

Richard Panza, Esq.
Wickens, Herzer, Panza, Cook & Batista
attorney representative Lorain County

Jerome Pleasant
Community Representative
nominated by the West Side Catholic Center

Patricia Poole, Esq.
Baker & Hostetler, LLP

Mary Ann “Mickey” Rabin, Esq.
Rabin & Rabin

Louis Stokes, Esq.
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP

Michelle Wilkerson-Guerry
Community Representative
nominated by the NEO 

Coalition for the Homeless

Cuyahoga County 
& Administrative Offices  
1223 West Sixth Street 

Cleveland, OH  44113

Phone:  216.687.1900

Toll·Free:  888.817.3777

Ashtabula County 
121 East Walnut Street 

Jefferson, OH  44047

Phone:  440.576.8120

Toll·Free:  866.873.9665

Lake & Geauga Counties 
8 North State Street

Painesville, OH  44077

Phone:  440.352.6200

Toll·Free:  888.808.2800

Lorain County
538 West Broad Street

Elyria, OH  44035

Phone:  440.323.8240

Toll·Free:  800.444.7348

7
8

9 16

Lorain

Elyria

Cuyahoga

Cleveland

Lake

Painesville

Ashtabula

Jefferson

Geauga

The Legal Aid Society of

Cleveland serves five counties 

in Northeast Ohio. 

O h i o

Managing Attorneys

Jessica Baggett, Esq.
Lorain County

Davida Dodson, Esq.
Ashtabula County

Peter Iskin, Esq.
Housing Unit

Stephanie Jackson, Esq.
Health-Education-Work-Income-

Immigration Unit

Ann McGowan Porath, Esq.
Volunteer Lawyers Program 

and Intake Unit

Tonya Whitsett, Esq.
Family Law Unit

Harold Williams, Esq.
Consumer Law Unit

Administration

Colleen M. Cotter, Esq.
Executive Director

David B. Dawson, Esq.
Deputy Director

Bettina Kaplan
Controller

Garrick Lipscomb
Information Technology Director

Melanie A. Shakarian, Esq.
Director of Development 

Locations

www.lasclev.org

* Confidentiality: The names of some clients quoted were changed to protect their confidences. 

Annual Report 2008
“I cannot express my appreciation enough for the team of dedicated
attorneys that are part of your agency. I had a great team by my side.”

— Darlene Brown, Home saved by Legal Aid
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Dear Friends:
In 2008 The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland continued our mission, providing 
high-quality legal assistance for those most vulnerable during these tumultuous times.  

Despite economic crisis, we did not cut programs, client services or staff. In fact, Legal Aid increased capacity to 
represent victims of domestic violence, prevent homelessness, curb the foreclosure crisis, and aid vulnerable immigrant 
families. One-third of the Legal Aid staff hired in 2008 speak Spanish, enhancing our ability to assist those for whom 
English is a second language.

In response to the recession we put more resources into representing homeowners in foreclosure, those who need bank-
ruptcy to get a fresh start, tenants in private housing, and low-wage workers who are too often the victims of wage theft.

Throughout the year, we share stories about what we do through our newsletter, Poetic Justice. You respond to our call 
for action by joining with us as volunteers, donors and partners. This Annual Report is our opportunity to share with you
Legal Aid's strength as an organization - and how we accomplish much success throughout the year because of your help.

Legal Aid has served this community for more than one-hundred years and we have every intention of serving Northeast
Ohio for another hundred. We thank the donors, volunteers and community partners who are helping us weather the 
economic storm and we hope you continue to support our mission. How else can “justice for all” become reality?  

Sincerely,

Colleen M. Cotter, Esq. Edward Icove, Esq. David Kutik, Esq.
Executive Director President, 2008 President, 2009
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