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Does Ohio Have An
Anti-Bullying Law?

Yes. Ohio has an anti-bullying law that applies to all public
school districts in Ohio, including charter schools. It does
not apply to private schools.

What Is The Definition Of
“Bullying”?

Ohio law defines bullying broadly to include any written,

verbal, electronic (cyberbullying), or physical act, done on

purpose, that a student does to another student that:

e causes mental or physical harm,

* happens repeatedly in a school environment, and

e is so harsh, constant, and far-reaching that it creates a
threatening or abusive educational environment.

Bullying in Ohio includes violence within a dating
relationship and bullying by an electronic act.

An “electronic act” means an act done through the use of a
cell phone, computer, pager,

personal communication device, or other electronic
communication device.

What Does The Law Require
Schools To Do?

All schools must have a policy that:

* bans the bullying of students on school property, on
school buses, or at school-sponsored events;

e allows schools to discipline students who violate the
policy;

* allows anonymous reporting of bullying; and

* protects students from new or additional bullying.

Schools must also:

¢ make the policy available to all students and their
parents or guardians;

* give all students a written or verbal explanation of the
penalty for violating the policy;

* send a written explanation of the policy and the
consequences, if violated, to each student’s parent or
guardian at least once per school year; and

* require each Board of Education to train all members
on its harassment, intimidation, and bullying policy.

How Can I Protect My Child?

Know your rights. Parents should make sure they have
a copy of the policy before problems happen. Read it
carefully and ask the school to follow the policy. Even if
a school does not discipline the bully, it must still protect
the victim from future bullying and retaliation.

Report abuse. If you find out that your child is a victim
of bullying, the incident should be immediately reported
to the school. Ask the school to investigate the incident
and to report its findings to you. Keep records of your
communication with the school, and be sure to follow up
on all complaints.

Communicate with your child. Discuss the school
policy and the seriousness of bullying with your child
throughout the year. These conversations may encoutrage
your child to report bullying incidents and may discourage
your child from bullying other students.

Seek legal advice. If you feel the school has failed

to protect your child, failed to comply with the law, or
violated your child’s rights, contact the U.S. Department
of Education, Office of Civil Rights at 216.522.4970.




