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EEYRIA — The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland has
received several applications for the managing at-
tomey‘job in its Elyria office and ig moving ahead
with plans to pump up its local staffback to what is
was six years ago.

In recent weeks, Elyria Municipal Court Judges
John Musson and Lisa Locke-Graves have voiced
concerns that poor residents who cannot hire at-
torneys for civil cases were representing themselves
in court after they were turned away by thelocal Le-

gal Aid office. AN

Court-appointeg attortieys represent defendants -
itfilria]

who cannot hire alawyerin cases, e
gal Aid takes on ciyj] cases such ag Iancﬂuﬁl’htgmlme;
I{)Jut%s j.';nd domestic relations issues,

"avid Dawson, deputy director for the Legal Aj
Socxe_ty of Cleveland, has been the m'ﬂna‘gi:1,grg::t2(ﬂ‘)1r‘ZI
ney since W, David Taylor left the Organization Iate
Iast year after decades of service. Melanie Shakar;-
an, director ufdevelopmentforthelega!AidSociety
of C_lqvelaud, said the Organization js in the process
ofhl_nng'Ihyior's replacement and expectto start in-
terviewing candidates VEry soon.

‘We have had g high amount of applications for

the managing attorney,” she said. :

BothTaylorand Legal Aid Tepresentatives have de-
clined to say why Taylor left.

The Lorain County office on Broad Street in Elyr-
iawasonceits own entity and had six attorneys and
Support staffin the 1990s, But state and federa] gov-
ernments consolidated Northeast Ohio offices with
Cleveland's Legal Aid in 2000,

Besides Dawson, the Elyria branch has two tem-
poiary attorneys hired under contract, 3 paralegal
and two support staff members, Shakarian said. An.-
gela Wu, whom Legal Aid has hired to handle
domestic relations issuesin Lorain County, is.train-

; [

i i exam next month, she said.
m%ﬁiﬁnﬁ&f :tlt?)i];reys will still be used to help
with training the new managing attoIney Sand V\ﬁf
while they are working on pending cases, bmaclane i
an said. Dawson will work out é)f Stﬁ: SE.tyrmm_dL o
loﬁ:ixﬁmfﬁlli(lz,s ?15 i{;;ggnéeuﬁty Bar -Associfaﬁun
metMonday, and its president Gayle Reeves said the

plan is to setup a meeting with representatives from

iati d
v icipal Court, thelocal bar association an
the Lezgaluﬂlid%ﬁice to discuss meeting the needs of
indigent people in civil cases. 3, Page A9
Both Dawson and Richard Pan- 'mllag
28, an Avon attorney on the Legal
Aid board, more pro bone, or vol-
unteer, sérvice is needed from
local attomeys.
“I think that has been Iacking,"
Panza said. “People are much too
interestedin developing their own
practice.”
Reeves has said the local bar is
looking, into whether it should
have a more formal way of dis-
pensing pro bono work to
attorneys. Panza said the Ohjq
Supreme Court should consider
making pro bono work mandato:

Iy
\ But since many attoreys spe-

cialize in a certain area, it can be
tough to match volunteers with
cases of people who need it, Pan-
za said. Dawson said Elyria
Municipal Court representatives
may have noticed the unmet
needs of indigent people in civil
cases because Magistrate Richard
Schwartz worked for the local Le-
gal Aid office for a number of
years.. ' 5
Panza said that though Mus-
son, Locke-Graves and the Lorain
County Bar Association sent let-

ters about their concerns of peo-
ple not being representted, he
never received a phone call,

“Ifyou have gota problem, cail
me up,” he said,

Colleen Cotter, executive direc-
tor of the Legal Aid Society of
Cleveland, said unmetlegal needs
are a national problern, and Le
Aidtypically turns awayhalf ofthe
people who seek its help.

“We will still have uudenegre—
sented peaple (after the Elyri
office is at full staff)," she said.

“We will still have underrepresented
people (after the Elyria office is at

full staff).”

Colleen Cotter, executive director of
the Legal Ald Soclety of Cleveland




