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A giant shadow

Adeficit pushed years into the future remains a deficit,
and even if Bush eseapes it, it will cateh up with the rest of us

t's nol sa much the $400 hillion-plus fed-
I eral budget deficit anticipated for this year
that's starting to bother the serious think-

ers of both parties In Washington, although
that's certainly bad enough. Nor is it the rela-
tively piddling $251 billion shortfall projected,
all uther things remaining in halance, for 2008,
the last year of President George W, Bush's
term.
- No. 1t's the §700 billion ¢hasm that analysts
sy leems about 2015 that's casting the giant
shadow over the president’s grand ambitions,
and leaving some of his usually dependable fte-
publican supporters increasingly gloomy about
his ini . And that unh 1-of i |
could reach much higher should the United
States berome involved in another Irag-like
war, or sulfer ancther calamitous attack such
asff1l

If the policies that Bush either has attained
(see the Medicare editorial below) or now sceks
— personal accounts for Social Security, a re-
write of the Alternative Minimum Tax to keep
it from eating into middle-class households,
rﬁakiny. permanent the tax cuts passed in 2001
and 2003 among them — all become law, the
delays built into cach will deliver their costly
impacts In the years right afler Bush leaves of-
fice. The next excupant of the White House al-
sfiest certainly will be inundated as the bills
cinme due.

And none of this contemplates any addi-
tienal spending by Congress, which is inevita-
Ble. Nor does it take into account the tactic,

hem a runaway train is hurtling down

Medicare on the

abvard to put the brakes on the menace re.
yuires guiiplion, agility and the willinguess to
Rake & serious sk

All ol which makes Congress an unlikely
heru.

Speeding toward the nation's largest and
mest depended-upon entitlement program,
Bledivare, is a prescnption drug add-on that
bBas “trasn wreck” written all ever it Grafting
s wellintended benefit on o a program ill-
desigied 1 mnudate it will in the end be
oo costly, W complicated and too inefficlent.

Blembiers of Congress — Repul and

now being used by the Pentagon, of pushing
the billions sought in supplemental war spend-
ing forward into coming years' military bud-
Bets.

“The days of being everything to everybody
are quickly coming to a close,” Sen. Lindsey
Graham, the South Carolina Hepublican, told
the Washington Past. Extending the tax cuts
will make it impossible o borrow the cost of
the president’s proposed Social Security fix,
Graham said,

Among the centrist Senate Republicans un-
willing to accept this mounting debt is Ohio’s
Gearge V. Voinovich, who has made it clear 1o
the White House that be “won't be around” to
support extending the tax cuts in the face of
mounting budget uncertainty.

When Federal Reserve Chairman Alan
Greenspan told Congress this week that he ap-
proves of the personal retirement accounts
Bush espouses, he wrapped his blessing in a
warning: “You have to do it in a cautious, grad-
val way,” he sald. The financial markets from
which the government would borrow as much
as $1 trilllon to seed the program might well
balk at the amount. American credit no longer
is open-ended,

Bush has displayed rare political courage in
proposing to remake Medicare and Soclal Secy-
fity. But true leadership demands a greater
courage: telling Americans they will have to
pay for the benefits he proposes. And the debt
cannol be kicked on down the road. It must be
paid as we go.

wrong track

They ean say that throwing yet another
“part” at Medicare recipients will make it even
tougher to navigate an already-daunting bu-
reaucracy. If the preseription benefit goes into
effect, they will have Medicare Part D — for
drugs — 10 manage, along with Parts A (hospi-
talization) and B {regular medical services), or
C {the relatively new option under which sen-
fors can leave vaditional Medicare and receive
& subsidy when they carell in private managed-
care plans).

What Congress should say — and should have
said loug age — is that Medicare, as currently
constituted, isn't doing the job the taxpayers or
ils recipients need it to do,

Demucrats — must find the will to slam the
briskes wi this thing befure it has a chance to do
real damage.

They shouldn't have any trouble finding rea-
suns W back off the vote they ook in 20008 1o
ereate the drug benefit.

- They can say, with justice, that the George
W. Bush sdministration was casual, to say the
least, with the cost cstimate. What the adin
trativn swaore could be done for less than $395
Lillion wver the first 10 years of the program is
nuw expected o cosl al least 720 billion.

Cheers & Jeers

3250000 1o the Clevelannd schouls s year o

deflect the budget knife away fiom

Ap benefit certalnly should be
pant of the federal program W belp the elderdy
heir medical bills. The long hospital stays
and invasive techniques that were the rule
when Medicare came into being are the excep-
tion in medicine today. Drug treatments rule
the field today.

The right thing 1o do — the sman thing to do
— would be w rebuild Medicare from the
ground up, based on the realitics of today's
treatments and today's patients,

Bul the first thing 1o do is to stop this run-
awiy train before it really gets rolling.

Wi

ical needs of Cleveland residents, The foundation
is giving $1 million a year fur the nest decade to

e brasebiall and softball programs. The tewn his
Tung been a bucker of those sports within the dis-
1kt

JEERS

taeut of Flal Barvett, a guadriplegic wiis was Lry-

cow o LS Alnways fur s shaldy treals

s 14 et fromn Tampa W Cleveland last weekend
for surgery Wit would make i passible for him
to brvathe withuut the aid of a ventilator. Barrett
Tyah tricd haed 1w make his transit easy un the ale-
Iahr. wven Luying a ticket for a nurse 10 aceom-
Jrany hins. Ve finally made it, through the gener-
wsity of e owhaes of 4 private jet,

CHEERS ... to 5t Luke's Foundation, ereated
wut of the sale of the former St. Luke's Medical
Center, which is still working to serve the med-

support prog al the MetroHealth System's
Buckeye Medical Center.

JEERS . .. 1w the settlement Ohio and 22 other
states recently reached with the spam and spy-
ware barons al Alyon Technologies. Yes,
F2H5,000 i5 better than nothing, but it just seems
a3 if a burshier cxample might have beeu made of
& company caught red-handed pirating the com-
puters and the cash of unsuspecting people.

CHEERS. .. to Invacare Corp. Chalrman A, Mal-
achi Mixon 11 who, along with his wife, Barbara,
Bas put $3 million toward the Cleveland Institute
of Music’s expansion project. Fittingly, one facet
of the expansion — & 250-set recital ball — will
be named in henor of the Mixons, who bave been
key supporters of the institute for many years.

Contact JeH Darey at: Jacy@plaind. com,

216-399-4445
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Solon deer kill has both sides steaming

"m glad The Plain Dealer
I didn't shy from printing that

picture showing a deer in
mid-fall after being shot hy a
sharpshooter ("Deer hunt beging
In Salen,” Feb. 16). Some peaple
need 1o be presented with a hard-
to-look-at visual ke that before
they can even begin to compre-
hend {hopefully} the stunning
eruelty of it all,

After the deer was dewned, the
sharpshooter placed a plastic
garbage bag over its head, ex-
plaining that "we don't want
blood residue in someone’s back
yard.” Sir, please don't hide that
blood. The visual of a giant pool
of blood could speak a thousand
words. That gruesome visual may
help seme to face the whele hard
truth: These poar, hapless ani-
mals, these innocent creatures of
God, are being forced 1o suffer

horeible deaths just 50 some peo-
ple can have their pretty gardens

Flease, peaple, this is nauseat-
ing. Please come vp with a better
plan. Spend the litle bit of extra
mroney (if that's even the case) or
do whatever it takes in order to
implement some kind of birth-
contral solution fo Uhks prollem,
Flease don't let your lovely city
e turned into & grotesgue killing
field.

Lavner GRURER
Avan Lake

L amazes me that there are
people who believe the grow-
ing deer population should
be left to mualtiply excessively.
Obviously, these penple have
never had A relative, fetend or
neighbor huet, maimed or killed
due to a deer darting into the

road and hitting & car.

15 not a person’s life more valu-
able than a deer's? The maney for
sharpshooters who are thinhing
the deer pogulation is well spent.
For those of yuu whe parposely
feed the dece in your own yard:
You are doing all of us and the
deer & big ddisservice. These are
not domestic animals o be cod-
dled and pampered,

In my neighborhood alone, in
the las five years, the deer sight-
ings have gone from nil to groups
of six 1o eight deer every day.

‘Thanks 1o the selfish desires of
the deer sympathizers, the odds
af you or me being hit by deer are
Ectting higher every day. This is
one gamble we do not need in
Horthern Ohio,

Bevey Dimonn
Norch Oanstod

Chagrin Falls conducts its business in the open

e Feb. 14 editorial “Real
T cause for Chagrin® unfairly
implied that the Village of
Chagrin Falls is run In secret,
with no public input, This is not
true
When developer Vincent Ma-
Totta approached us with plans
for an office building, he re-
quested that we keep the infor-
mation eonfldentlal vatil be 6.
nalized his plans. We extended
Ahe same courtesy to him as we
wiould to others, with full realiza-

Pope's vision is not

affront to democracy

J moral vision vs. demoe-
racy,” Forum, Feb. 11)

would have us believe that Pope
Jabua Paul I critique of Western
hedonism is antid, ic, He

obn Cormwell (“The pope’s

tign that any official action by
e village would be done b pub
lie, with full public debate and in
accordance with the laws of the
state of Ohio and the ordinance
adopted by Council on Dee. 13,
2004. No decisions have been
made on the merits of Marona's
propasal, cither privately or puh-
Hely. As far the 1ax abatement he
requested, it bs o recognized de-
velopment toel used by many
alder communitics, as referenced
in The Plain Deuler article by

tack the sales, nancing and col-
lection sbuses of JD Byrider.

The Legal Aid Soclety of Cleve:
land represents many low-in-
come clicnts in lawsuits invalv-
g the purchase and finducing
of used sutomobiles. We have
quite & number of clients who
ictimuzed by the un-

ancd

Tom Bles published Dec, 5, 2004,

| have been an elected official
in the Village of Chagrin Falls for
16 yeass. 1 value the votes of con-
fidence 1 have received during
thase years. | have never, nor
would I ever, vialate the public
trust,

Lypia F Chnamrean
Chagrine Fuifs

Chawiplin s the moyer of the
Village of Chagrin Falls.

anyone, anywhere.” The mutual
respect and adodration between
coach and students transcends
cultural and religious gaps.

Lw certain that Coach Killian
would agree Uil whal this team
miay lack in atbletscism is mere
than msde up with good, old-
fashitoned “hearl.” We parents

would also have us believe that
Vatican I intreduced a pluralism
st mseant that Chiristians would
no longer seek to influence puls
lie policy 25 every other group
does. Unfortunately, neither of
these claims is true,

The pope’s moral vision is
based, as it always has been, on
the intrinsic moral warth of each
buman Jife, be it in the womb or
in & prison cell.

The real problem for Cornwell
Is not that the pope’s moral vi-
sion is tao narrow, but rather
that it is too inclusive. He would
have the pope and Catlwlic citi-
zens pol address certain topics
where his views differ from
Useirs,

James A Janos

Shaker Heights

Protect poor from

used-car sules abuses
am pleased that (hio Attor:

[ ney General Jim Petro used
his powers under the Con-

sumer Sales Praciices Act 1o al-
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ble practices of JUb Byrider.
Unfortunately, the types of
wbuses engaged by JD Byrider
Are not unique; they are rampant
i the used-car business. Used-
car dealers Loo often Luke unfair
advantage of poor people who
desperately need transportation
Lut who lack bargaining power
because of insufficient cash, bad
eredit and limited education.

Gann Waire -
Clevelind

White is an ettorney in the
congainer whiit of the Legal Aid
Svetely of Cleveland.

Much to be proud of
at Fuchs Mizrachi

wis delighted to read Bill
I Lublnger's Feb, 10 arti

about the Fuchs Mizrachi
basketball team, vnder the es-
teemed tutelage of Coach Waller
Eillian, As an FMS parent, [ am
thrilled that Coach Eillian chuse

the school w fulfill & persenal
challenge that he “could coach

are ly proud of how our
students balinee & rigorous reli-
ious Al sevular curriculum and
a strenucus sparts schedule with
the ubiust tenacity.

SHELLY LEMELMAN
Beachund

Will city profit from
red-light special?

Cleveland com's guestion of
the moment:

Arer redlight traffic cameras
the answer te Cloveland's
budget woes?

The best responses — thay
st be by e-mail — will be
feund on Cleveland com.
Al thi: best of the best will
appear with the Letters to
the Editor on Saturdays,

o respond, log on Lo
www.cleveland.comy/
Ivelines

or send e-mail directly ta
livelines g cleveland.com

Guidelines: Sign the letter with your full name,
adidress and daytinie telephone nasmber foe verifi-
cation. We edit for lenglh and clarity. Concise let-
ters are mere lkely to be published. All submis-

slons become property of The Plain Dealer and
will nat be retwned; they may be published or
otherwlse rewsed in any mediem,




