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Supreme Court declines to hear In re: R. K.

The Supreme Court's rejection of the Cuyahoga County prosecutor's appeal in effect affirms the validity of the Ohio Eighth District Court of Appeals decision, In re R.K.. 

The Eighth District's decision is final and binding in Cuyahoga County and can be used as persuasive authority elsewhere in the state. The Supreme Court's action also leaves intact the General Order of the Juvenile Court terminating the indefinite suspensions of Cuyahoga County juvenile traffic offenders 21 and older.

As of May 6, the BMV had purged 10,087 indefinite suspensions for Cuyahoga County. This number will  increase as juvenile traffic offenders with indefinite suspensions turn 21.  However, in order to clear the juvenile suspension they must also pay the $30 BMV reinstatement fee.

The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland will assist clients from the other counties in our service area to obtain similar relief. Lorain County, in particular, according to BMV statistics, has a large number of people affected. We will explore a resolution with the statewide association of juvenile court judges with the goal of having other juvenile courts issue general orders similar to the one issued by Cuyahoga County. Other legal services programs around the state can pursue relief for clients locally using the Eighth District's decision as authority. 

The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland looks forward to working with the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles and juvenile judges around the state in resolving this problem and helping young people get into the job market and stay out of court.
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