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The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland Announces New Executive Director
Colleen Cotter, a graduate of the University of Notre Dame and the Indiana University School of Law, will be the next Executive Director of The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland.  Cotter will succeed C. Lyonel Jones who has led Legal Aid since 1968.

Cotter’s legal career has been devoted to public interest work.  After law school, she was a law clerk for Justice Cornelia Kennedy on the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. She began her legal services career at Pine Tree Legal Assistance in Maine.

Since 2003, Cotter has worked as a consultant to legal services program and state justice communities, working on management and planning issues. From 1993 until 2003 she worked for Indiana Legal Services, first as a senior staff attorney, then as director of the Indiana Justice Center, and from 1995 to 2003 as Director of Programs and Organizational Development.

Diana Thimmig, Chair of the Board of Legal Aid, said: “We are very excited about having Colleen Cotter as the new Executive Director of Legal Aid. She brings a wealth of experience and through her recent consulting work, has been on the cutting edge in dealing with the issues that legal services programs face in trying to meet the enormous demand with limited resources. Colleen will lead Legal Aid forward and maintain the proud tradition established under the leadership of Lyonel Jones and his predecessors.”

Ms. Cotter said: "I am honored to be asked to play this role with The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland.  Legal Aid has a strong tradition and history; I look forward to working with the staff, board and community to ensure access to justice for low income people."

Since 1905, The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland has provided high-quality free legal assistance to low income clients in Northeast Ohio.  In 2004, over 8,500 cases were handled by 39 Legal Aid attorneys.  Legal Aid recently celebrated its 100th anniversary with a gala dinner on April 30 at Public Hall.  United States Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton was the key note speaker.

For more information about Legal Aid, or for a biography and picture of Colleen Cotter, please visit: www.lasclev.org
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