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I Ohio Legal

O\LVA/F Assistance Foundation

FUNDING LAWYERS WHO CHANGE LIVES

The Ohio Legal Assistance Foundation (“the Foundation”), founded in 1994 and
located in Columbus, is a statewide, nonprofit organization committed to ensuring
that the highest quality civil legal aid is available to all low-income Ohioans. At its
core, the Foundation funds lawyers who change lives. The Foundation achieves its
mission through the distribution of financial resources generated by the Interest on
Lawyer Trust Accounts (IOLTA) and Interest on Trust Accounts (IOTA) programs, the
monies collected through a civil filing fee surcharge, and by raising additional dollars
for civil legal aid. As a funder, the Foundation also provides oversight to ensure

the quality of legal aid work being performed around the state. The Foundation’s
Board of Directors, composed of Ohioans appointed by the Governor, the Attorney
General, the Chief Justice, the State Treasurer, the State Public Defender, the
Speaker of the Ohio House of Representatives, and the Ohio Senate President, are

Ohio leaders deeply committed to access to justice for all Ohioans.




STRENGTH IN JUSTICE

Every day, Ohio’s legal aids represent Ohioans to
enable them to stabilize their families and participate
in the economic health of their communities.

LEGAL AID PRODUCES STATEWIDE ECONOMIC BENEFITS.

In 2010, every dollar invested in Ohio legal aid generated a statewide return of 115%.

In economic terms, Ohio legal aid produced $106 million in economic output for Ohio:
$5.6 million in tax revenue flowed into state, county, and municipal coffers and more than
$48 million in earnings went into the pockets of Ohio workers and businesses. Legal aid
also sustained jobs for more than 700 Ohioans throughout the state in all industry sectors.

Read more on page 3

LEGAL AID LEVERAGES RESOURCES.

Ohio legal aid works with private lawyers across Ohio who, in 2010, volunteered more

than 38,000 hours of free legal services through legal aid at a value of more than

$6.8 million. Legal aid offices also partner with health service providers in local communities
to identify and serve low-income families with legal needs. In addition, legal aid brings
millions of federal dollars into Ohio in the form of Social Security Disability, Medicare, and
other income supports that stabilize families, provide security for seniors, and promote
economic activity in local communities.

Read more on page 4
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