1.5 Million Face Cutoff
Of Unemployment Aid
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to ease, economists say, jobs will
remain scarce for some time to
come.

“If more help is not on the way,
by September a huge wave of
workers will start running out of
their critical extended benefits,
and many will have nothing left
to get by on even as work keeps
getting harder to find,” said Mau-
rice Emsellem, a policy director
of the employment law project.

For many desperate job seek-
ers, any extension will seem a
blessing. Pamela C. Lampley of
Dillon, S.C., said she sat outside
the post office last month and
cried because “it was the first
Wednesday in guite some time
that I've gone to the mailbox and
left without an unemployment
check.” The jobless rate in her
stateis 12.1 percent.

Ms. Lampley, 40, who is mar-
ried with three children, lost her
job as a human resources officer
in January 2008 and had been re-
ceiving $351 a week, which cov-
ered the groceries and gas. Even
50, she and her husband, who still
has work as a machinist, were
sinking into debt. Now, still poor-
er, she feels devastated because
they cannot buy their son a lap-
top to take to college and she can-
not give her 9-year-old son
money for the movies.

In Ohio, where unemployment

is 11.1 percent, Cathy Nixon, 39, a
mother of four teenagers from
Lorain, has been out of work for
much of the time since June 2007,
and her benefits — $313 a week —
run out in September. Ms. Nixon
is already fighting foreclosure
and said she feared that when the
benefits end, “we'll be homeless.”
She was unable to afford summer
camp and baseball activities for
her children, despite scrimping
on basics.

Raymond Crouse of Columbus
operated heavy construction ma-
chinery but has found no work
since 2007. Mr. Crouse is 72 and
receives Social Security but said
that was not enough to live on.
The $190 a month he has received
in unemployment benefits en-
abled him and his wife to hang on
to the house they bought 15 years
ago, he said. But with the benefits
ending next month, he fears that
they will not keep up.

In ordinary times, employers
pay into a state insurance fund,
and workers who lose jobs draw
benefits for up to 26 weeks. Dur-
ing recessions, Congress has
often paid for extended coverage
for an extra 13 or even 20 weeks.

In 2008, as the recession deep-
ened, Congress provided 33 extra
weeks of benefits. Earlier this
year, President Obama’s stimu-
lus plan offered an additional 20
weeks in states where unemploy-
ment surpassed 8 percent, if they
adopted new federally recom-
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mended rules governing these
extra weeks. (South Carolina did
not make the changes, and bene-
fits there are running out more
quickly.)

Currently, people can draw
benefits for up to 79 weeks in 24
states and from 46 weeks to 72
weeks in others.

The stimulus law also, through
the end of the year, provided an
extra $25 a week to all recipients,
exempted a portion of benefits
from federal income tax and sub-
sidized Cobra health payments
for the unemployed.

Representative Jim McDer-
mott, Democrat of Washington
and chairman of the House Sub-
committee on Income Security
and Family Support, said he
would introduce a bill in Septem-
ber to provide yet another 13

y half a million Americans will use up their federal unemployment insurance benefits
strict of Columbia, shaded on the map, have

In each state, through Sept. KEY In each state, through Dec. KEY ’

ZarN /100,000 peopla |

S o el ((C)}:++-50,000 SR
[Fo g7 & 70/000

weeks of coverage in states with
unemployment rates of 9 percent
or higher. “Legislators will line
up quickly when they start get-
ting calls from desperate constit-
uents,” he said in a telephone in-
terview.

The cost would be $40 billion to
$70 billion, but the expense would
be temporary, Mr. McDermott
said.

Some business groups remain
skeptical. Douglas Holmes, presi-
dent of UWC, a group in Wash-
ington that represents business-
es on unemployment issues, said
that there were early glimmers of

economic progress and that it

was premature to extend benefits
again. The money might be bet-
ter spent, Mr. Holmes said, creat-
ing jobs and training people to
move into emerging industries.

Traditionally, many economists
have been leery of prolonged un-
employment benefits because
they can reduce the incentive to
seek work. But that should not be
a concern now because jobs re-
main so scarce, said Lawrence
Katz, a labor economist at Har-
vard.

For every job that becomes
available, about six people are
looking, Dr. Katz said. “Unem-
ployment insurance gives income
to families who are really suf-
fering and can’t find work even if
they are hustling to look,” he said.

With the economy still listing,
he added, a temporary extension
can provide a quick fiscal stimu-
lus. And, Dr. Katz said, when peo-
ple exhaust unemployment and
health insurance, many end up
applying for disability benefits,
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which become a large, unendirg
drain on the Treasury. = |

Ms. Lampley, whose benefits
have ended, described the tough
job market. She used to malie
nearly $15 an hour and has up-
successfully sought office and
clerical work at $8 an hour. Mr.
Crouse said that even if new
building projects were planned,
construction slows in the winter
cold. '

And Ms. Nixon said that she
had interviewed endlessly for
jobs in real estate and office worlk
and that even her teenagers
could not find fast-food jobs be-
cause laid-off adults were filling
them.

“I can’t find a job,” she said,
“and you can’t survive if you
don’t work.”

Utility Raises Cost to Clean Up
A Coal Ash Spill in Tennessee

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (AP) —
The Tennessee Valley Authority
has raised its estimate for clean-
ing up a huge coal ash spill to
$1.2 billion and partly blamed the
cleanup for its third-quarter loss
of $167 million,

A new estimate

puts the price tag
at $1.2 billion.

Father Convicted
In Il Child’s Death

WAUSAU, Wis. (AP) — A Wis-
consin man accused of killing his
1l-year-old daughter by praying
instead of seeking medical care
was found guilty Saturday of sec-
ond-degree reckless homicide.

The man, Dale Neumann, 47,
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