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To The Readers Of The Metropolitan
Corporate Counsel:

The Northeast Ohio chapter of the ACC
has a strong mission of providing
opportunities for pro bono work to its

membership. While there are of course

noble and altruistic reasons for engaging

Elizabeth Rader

in this type of volunteerism, we have
found that there are also personal
advantages to taking the time for these activities. Caught up in the daily
crunch of business responsibilities, and then retreating to our homes, we
may miss the opportunity to engage fully with our communities and lose
the chance to reap the personal satisfaction of being a part of the solution

to intractable problems.

| speak from personal experience. My dad was a hunter who became a
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game warden, and then a street racer who ultimately owned a drag strip.
He lived his passions, but he did not live to a ripe old age. When he died,
my stepmother sent me a poem celebrating his approach to life:

Life’s journey is not to arrive at the
grave safely in a well-preserved body.
But rather to skid in sideways

Totally worn out, shouting

“Wow . . . what a ride!”

In other words, live life as an adventure and take a few worthwhile risks.

When 1 look back at 24 years of legal practice, and close my eyes to see
what images appear, this is what | see: The doctor handing me the scissors
to cut the umbilical cord of the baby delivered by my pro bono client who
had just aged out of the foster care system; the scrawny death row inmate
walking into the visiting room at the Parchman, Mississippi maximum
security prison, his eyes tearing up as | described our pro bono efforts to
overturn his sentence (which were ultimately successful); and the federal
courtroom full of mentally disabled adults and their parents, listening
intently as | argued (pro bono) that the court must set aside the TRO that
had erroneously shut down all the city’s adult workshops

Volunteering our legal services refreshes us and reminds us (and the
community) that lawyers are not the nitpickers and naysayers so
commonly portrayed, but rather the problem solvers and advocates who

can make a difference.

Therefore, NEOACCA regularly provides its members with the opportunity
to participate in the Brief Advice and Referral Clinics offered by The Legal
Aid Society of Cleveland. The next clinic will take place November 3.
NEOACCA, led by our Pro Bono chairs John Moran and Cynthia Binns, has
also helped lead the Reach Out initiative. Reach Out is designed to provide
legal assistance to nonprofit organizations that are directed toward
community service or revitalization and that demonstrate financial need.

As in-house counsel, our days are full of meetings to attend, issues to
resolve, contracts to review. Our paid work is often stimulating, rewarding,
and even important. But surely there is a value to us in trying something
new, helping someone we would never have otherwise met, and making a
difference in a very fundamental way.
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Sincerely,

Elizabeth ("Betsy”) Rader

More like this
% Letter From the President Of The Northeast Ohio Chapter Of The

Association Of Corporate Counsel

% Letter From The President Of The Northeast Chapter Of The

Association Of Corporate Counsel-America

. Letter From The President Of The Northeast Chapter Of The

Association Of Corporate Counsel

. Letter From The President Of The Northeast Chapter Of The

Association Of Corporate Counsel

. Letter From The President Of The Northeast Chapter Of The

Association Of Corporate Counsel

. Letter From The President Of The Northeast Chapter Of The

Association Of Corporate Counsel

. Letter From The President Of The Northeast Chapter Of The

Association Of Corporate Counsel

http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/19198/letter-president-northeast-ohio-chapter-association-corporate-counsel (3 of 5) [6/4/2012 11:28:46 AM]


http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/6911/letter-president-northeast-ohio-chapter-association-corporate-counsel
http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/6911/letter-president-northeast-ohio-chapter-association-corporate-counsel
http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/3964/letter-president-northeast-chapter-association-corporate-counsel-america
http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/3964/letter-president-northeast-chapter-association-corporate-counsel-america
http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/6196/letter-president-northeast-chapter-association-corporate-counsel
http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/6196/letter-president-northeast-chapter-association-corporate-counsel
http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/6281/letter-president-northeast-chapter-association-corporate-counsel
http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/6281/letter-president-northeast-chapter-association-corporate-counsel
http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/7035/letter-president-northeast-chapter-association-corporate-counsel
http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/7035/letter-president-northeast-chapter-association-corporate-counsel
http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/11814/letter-president-northeast-chapter-association-corporate-counsel
http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/11814/letter-president-northeast-chapter-association-corporate-counsel
http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/5955/letter-president-northeast-chapter-association-corporate-counsel
http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/5955/letter-president-northeast-chapter-association-corporate-counsel

Letter From The President Of The Northeast Ohio Chapter Of The Association Of Corporate Counsel | The Metropolitan Corporate Counsel

JEMHNIFER MICOLITZ

LAW LIERARIAM, FIDELITY
MATIORAL FIMAMCIAL
JACESOMNYILLE

WestlawNext”

Hearwhat lennifer and
others are saying »

Disclaimer e Privacy

The Metropolitan Corporate Counsel, Inc. 1180 Wychwood Road, Mountainside, NJ 07092.
http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/19198/letter-president-northeast-ohio-chapter-association-corporate-counsel (4 of 5) [6/4/2012 11:28:46 AM]


http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/
http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/
http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B8INKzNPMT5O-LoqEgAL71NmfCNWLwZgDAAAAEAEgzcyMITgAUJaYvaz7_____wFYpeHXuCRgyYbFi8Sk_A-yARh3d3cubWV0cm9jb3JwY291bnNlbC5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAXNodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm1ldHJvY29ycGNvdW5zZWwuY29tL2xldHRlcnMvMTkxOTgvbGV0dGVyLXByZXNpZGVudC1ub3J0aGVhc3Qtb2hpby1jaGFwdGVyLWFzc29jaWF0aW9uLWNvcnBvcmF0ZS1jb3Vuc2Vs4AEEwAIC4AIA6gINU2lkZV9CYW5uZXJfMvgC8tEegAMBkAPgA5gD4AOoAwHgBAGgBh4&num=0&sig=AOD64_3xNUNZqmYJiH59RVX2MF8n3yW-gA&client=ca-pub-9662693589664990&adurl=http%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3c8a/2/0/%2a/r%3B251581786%3B1-0%3B0%3B75854496%3B2677-160/300%3B44813491/44831279/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://west.thomson.com/westlawnext/customer-insights/default.aspx

Letter From The President Of The Northeast Ohio Chapter Of The Association Of Corporate Counsel | The Metropolitan Corporate Counsel

Contact us at info@metrocorpcounsel.com

© 2012The Metropolitan Corporate Counsel, Inc. All rights reserved.

http://www.metrocorpcounsel.com/letters/19198/letter-president-northeast-ohio-chapter-association-corporate-counsel (5 of 5) [6/4/2012 11:28:46 AM]



mailto:info@metrocorpcounsel.com

	metrocorpcounsel.com
	Letter From The President Of The Northeast Ohio Chapter Of The Association Of Corporate Counsel | The Metropolitan Corporate Counsel


	ILDAAJDNJIJFCIMHHEFNFMDAFKIJMOFIKC: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f4: form-667db08ec14f441f78fc3bd78cab03e5
	f5: search_block_form

	f2: Go
	f3: 




