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1,100 lawyers volunteer to help
Ohioans stave off foreclosure

Matt Reed
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS — Jeanette
Wilkes” home foreclosure prob-
lem started when she picked up
a box at the Gahanna school
where she worked as a janitor,
felt her back stiffen and kept on
going. Later she learned she'd
ruptured two disks.

With Wilkes out of work and
newly classified as a risk, her
lender raised her mortgage
rate, sending her monthly
payment out of reach.at close
to $900. In January, Wilkes got
a letter saying the lender was
foreclosing on her three-bed-
room Columbus home.

Private attorneys plan to help
people like Wilkes by offering
free legal services through a
program for homeowners fac-
ing foreclosure, Gov: Ted Strick-
land said Tuesday as the state-
coordinated initiative was
unveiled at the Statehouse.

The 1,100 private attorneys
will represent homeowners
seeking to restructure loans and
mediate disputes. They’ll work
in coordination with legal aid

THE EFFORT TO PREVENT FORECLOSURES

The Associated Press

Details of an initiative to prevent Ohio foreclosures unveiled
by Gov. Ted Strickland and other state officials on Tuesday:
B A telephone hot line and informational Web site for
troubled homeowners seeking advice.

N 1,100 private attorneys who have agreed to do pro bono
legal work for homeowners facing foreclosure.

B Those attorneys will work in coordination with legal aid
lawyers and will seek to restructure loans and mediate

disputes.

B About 45 local courts will offer mediation between
lenders seeking foreclosure orders and borrowers.

lawyers in the effort to cut the
growing foreclosure rate in a
state where foreclosures rose in
85 of 88 counties last year.
Attorney General Marc Dann
and Chief Ohio Supreme Court
Justice Thomas Moyer sent let-
ters to the more than 34,000 reg-
istered lawyers in the state in
February asking for volunteers.
Only homeowners who make
less than 250 percent of the fed-
eral poverty rate — or about
$55,000 a year for a family of

four — are eligible for the legal

help, although state officials

Source: State of Ohio

said they hope to raise that level
as more attorneys step forward.
“These are people who are
willing to pay their mortgage,”
Columbus Legal Aid attorney
Staska Keefer said of Wilkes.
“They’re not trying to get a free
house.” .
Last month, Wilkes and
Keefer met to go through paper-
work and to prepare a letter to
her lender. Keefer found several
aspects of the loan agreement,
which was transferred from the
original lender to another,
weren't carried out properly.

There are other possible
defenses for Wilkes and people
like her. But often the best
course is to have the lender and
homeowner meet and agree toa
reasonable interest rate and
payment plan, Keefer said.

About 45 local courts in
Ohio have either adopted or
are in the process of offering
mediation between borrowers
and lenders who are seeking
foreclosure orders.

“Our courts are saying to
them, ‘If you're going to seek an
order from us, you have to sit
down with these borrowers and
see if you can work through
these loans,” state Treasurer
Richard Cordray said. “That’s a
lot of leverage. That’s a lot of

pressure that we can create, and.

it requires our courts to do it.”

Also, the state’s Department
of Commerce launched an
informational Web site and a
telephone hot line last month
to give advice to troubled
homeowners.

As of Tuesday, homeowners
can use the number to find out
if they are eligible for the free
legal help.
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Richard “Dick” F. Sittinger,
74, of Elyria, died Sunday,
March 30, 2008 at EMH
Regional Medical Center,

. following a short illness.

Mr. Sittinger was born in
Elyria on May 24, 1933 and
lived here all of his life. He
served with the United States
Navy during the Korean
Conflict. He was employed as
a truck mechanic with Re-
finers Transport in Cleve-
land. _

He was a member of St.
Mary Catholic Church, the
AmVets Post 32, Teamsters
Bakers Local 19 in Cleveland.
He enjoyed meeting friends
at George’s for breakfast,
fishing, golfing and watching
football.

Mr. Sittinger is survived by
his wife, Catherine R. (Kitty)
(nee Driscoll) and was the
loving father of three daugh-
ters, Deborah (Mike) Cipullo
of Sanford, Florida, Susan
(Rick) Lottman of LaGrange
and Patricia (Tisha) (Rob)
Poling of South Amherst. He
was the loving grandfather
of Amanda and Jonathan

Kimbler; Brandon: Li
and Kaylyn and N
Poling. He is also surv,
two sisters, Evelyn 1]
and Bette Jo Toma|
both of Elyria and b
James Sittinger of Tex

Mr. Sittinger.was pr
in death by daughter,
Ann Sittinger; sister
garet Gamble; brothe
ald Sittinger; parents, |
S. and Helen (nee Y
Sittinger and‘ step-r
Betty Sittinger.

Friends will be rece
the Reichlin Roberts F
Home, 327 Cleveland
Elyria, . Thursday,. ‘Aj
2008 from 2 t0 4 and 7 t¢
Closing prayers will |
day, at 12:30 PM. inthe
al home followed by M:
PM. at St. Mary Ci
Church, 320 Middle Av
ria. The Reverend
Charles Diedrick, pasti
officiate..

Burial with full M
Honors by VFW . Post
will follow at St. Mary
tery, Elyria.

LaVerne Catherine dw_mm

LaVerne “Kathy” Cather-
ine Urig (nee Frey), 62, of
Avon Lake, formerly of Avon,

passed away Monday, March .

31, 2008 at home, following a
lengthy illness. Mrs. Urig
was born November 11, 1945
in Lorain, was raised in Avon
and had lived in Avon Lake
since 1966.

Mrs. Urig attended St.
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her husband of . 42
Richard J.; daughter,
dolyn Shearer (Paul) o
Lake; sons, Scott ani
rence, both of Avon La
Thomas (Sarah),. of |
land. She is also survi
two granddaughters, N
na and Isabel. ,
She was preceded in
by her parents, Vernon

A A T mnmcan faaa T2 AL



